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The Criminal Prosecution Problems Under the Royal Ordinance
on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015): A Case Study of Criminal Penalties
for Preparing Entry and Exit Documents for Commercial Fishing Vessels

Kamonlapat Limprasert' Jirawut Lipipun® Dolnapa Nuntawaroprai®

Abstract

his research article aims to (1) study the concepts, theories, and evolution of

TcriminaL prosecution problems in preparing port-in and port-out documents that
affect commercial fisheries; (2) study comparative laws and problems in criminal prosecution
in preparing port-in and port-out documents that affect commercial fishing both in Thailand
and foreign countries; (3) analyze the problems of criminal prosecution in the preparation of
port-in and port-out documents that affect commercial fishing; and (4) create legal measures
necessary to solve the problem of criminal prosecution in the preparation of port-in and port-out
documents that affect commercial fishing. The researcher used a qualitative research model,
collected data through document research and in-depth interviews, and analyzed the data
using content analysis techniques and interpretations from comparisons.

Findings are as follows: This Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 has a problem regarding
the need for documentation regarding fishing operations, and installing monitoring devices for
fishing vessels involves too many steps and is overly complex. The fines imposed are criminally
disproportionate, and the enforcement of the law by government officials is problematic. The
legislative branch should enact a new Royal Ordinance on Fisheries immediately. In particular,
aligning the penalty rate with the nature of the offense would assist officials in relevant
agencies in understanding the principles of the law as outlined in the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries
B.E. 2558. Specifically, the Fisheries Department aims to make document preparation easier for
fishermen, vessel masters, and captains. As a result, if the government enacts a new Royal Ordi-
nance on Fisheries, it will assist in alleviating and resolving the suffering of fishing professionals
over the last nine years while also encouraging them to have the physical and mental strength

to pursue an honest career. Additionally, it will ensure the sustainability of future generations.

Keywords: Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015); Illegal Fishing; Unreported Fishing;
Unregulated Fishing
Type of Article: Research Article
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