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Abstract

In this dissertation, the researcher examines (1) factors affecting critical thinking by higher
secondary school students at world class standard schools in the northern region. The
researcher investigates (2) the direct and indirect influence of factors influencing critical thinking
by these students. A causal model of predictor variables for the standardized variable of critical
thinking was tested. The predictor variables were attitudes toward learning; achievement
motivation; the teaching behaviors of teachers; classroom atmosphere; democratic parenting
style; scientific personality; and reasoning ability. The sample population consisted of two
groups of higher secondary school students. The research instruments consisted of a test for
student critical thinking; a test of attitudes toward learning; an achievement motivation test; a
test of the teaching behaviors of teachers; a test of classroom atmosphere; a test for
democratic parenting style; a scientific personality test; and a reasoning ability test. The data
collected were analyzed using the path analysis method.

Findings are as follows: The causal model was congruent with the empirical data collected
by the researcher and consisted of the following characteristics:

1. The variable of critical thinking received direct influence from the variables of reasoning
ability; attitudes toward leaming; scientific personality; and achievement motivation at 0.611,
0.349, 0.139, and .061, respectively. It received indirect influence from the variables of the
teaching behaviors of teachers; attitudes toward learning; achievement motivation; democratic
parenting style; and classroom atmosphere at 0.3938, 0.3123, 0.1218, 0.1198, and -.0611,
respectively.

2. The variable with the highest level of total influence on critical thinking was attitudes
toward learning (0.6613). Next in descending order were reasoning ability (0.6110); the teaching
behaviors of teachers (0.3938); achievement motivation (0.1828); scientific personality (0.1390);
and democratic parenting style (0.1198). The classroom atmosphere displayed total influence

at the lowest level (-.0611).

Keywords : Critical Thinking, World Class Standard School
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X4 X, X3 X4 Xs Xs Xy y

Xy 1.00

X, 745+ 1.00

X3 461* A471* 1.00

X4 675% 356* 441* 1.00

Xs 476* 476 859*% 435% 1.00

Xs 620* 360% .485* 723* A426* 1.00

X7 544 582* 656* 344% 787* 331* 1.00

Y 826* 469* 237* 700% 224% 604* 265% 1.00
*p< .05
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