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BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY APPROACH TO POLITICAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION
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Abstract

The goals of this research inquiry were twofold: To study political conflict in Thai society
and to determine how Buddhist philosophy could be used in solving the problem of political
conflict in this society. In order to solve these problems, however, it was necessary to apply
the results of a modernized version of Buddhist Philosophy. In carrying out this investigation,
the researcher analyzed significant periods of change in the modern history of the Kingdom of
Siam (Siam) and its successor, the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand). In the immediate wake of
these changes came episodes of political conflict, episodes carefully scrutinized by the
researcher. Thus, the researcher examined the following episodes: (1) The Siamese-Thai
Revolution of B. E. 2475-2500 B.E (1932-1957) (2) The October 14th Event, B. E. 2516 B.E (1973)
(3) The Coup d’état of September 19, B.E. 2549 (2006) and (4) The Coup d’état of May 22, B. E.
2557 (2014)

It was found that the mainstream democratic notion of the rule of law as protective of
human rights is comparable in some important respects to Buddhist principles of problem
solving in Thai society. The former idea can prove useful in solving problems in political society
and in encouraging the development of a meritocratic society in Thailand. Conflict is naturally
initiated by internal factors lying at the deepest core of individual human beings. These evil
internal factors include greed, anger, and delusion. When these internal factors become
engaged with certain untoward external factors the individual becomes recalcitrant. The
combination of these internal and external factors causally precipitates conflict, conflict often
ending in overt acts of physical violence. In studying the aforementioned pericds of change in
modern Thai history up to the present time, the factors of greed, anger, delusion coupled with
deception, authoritarianism, and the lust for filthy lucre in the taking of profits are, collectively,
the cause of political conflict. In addition, most saliently, political change is reflective of
changes in the system of values held by members of civil society, a state of affairs which must
also be taken into account. Problems of political conflict continually involve sequential
revolutionary scenarios reaching only temporary quiescence. Thus, we have seen the same
cycle reoccurring in which a coup d’état is following by a draft constitution which in turn is
followed by an election and then by another coup d’état. It is patently the case that
resolutions are only temporary in nature.
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