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ABSTRACT

In this dissertation entitled “Factors Influencing Repeated Offences Committed by
Adolescents in Thai society. Findings are as follows 1). Demographical characteristics. The
repeat offenders are mostly males between the ages of fifteen and eighteen who have a
primary level of education. Their parents or guardians work in various occupations. 2).
Familial structure in an overall picture. Most of the thirty adolescent repeat offenders are
the youngest child in families in which the parents are separated and have since remarried.
They reside with fathers, mothers, or other relatives in urban communities. 3). Familial
relationship. Most of these adolescent repeat offenders resided with both parents when
arrested. They were advised and admonished by their fathers not to stay out late at night.
If an adolescent repeat offender lived with the mother and a step father, the mother would
provide care for them. As such, they preferred to dine at home with their families. 4).
Acculturation of family and community. These adolescent repeat offenders would help in
housework when they were at home because they were told to do so or when they saw
other family members doing housework. Furthermore, they participated and helped in
community activities in accordance with community traditions, particularly at the times at
which community festivals were held. 5). The roles of parents and guardians of the adoles-
cent repeat offenders under study. For the most part, the pertinent role of their fathers was
to advise and admonish them, especially in regard to staying out late at night or even
coming home in the wee hours or early in the morning of the following day. In spite of
repeated advice and admonitions, they habitually came home late at night or even stayed
out all night. Usually, there was only verbal admonition without mothers playing a role in
verbal chastisement or providing guidance. 6). Relationships with friends most commonly
instigated the commission of repeated offences by the adolescent repeat offenders under
study. Becoming friends with those who engaged in risky behaviors in which offences
were committed finally influenced them to commit offences themselves. The most common
repeated offense was theft. The economic status of their families was not a contributing

cause to committing these criminal acts of thievery. Rather, their memberships in groups
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with similar habitual behaviors of being bored with school, playing truant, and finally being

expelled from school was the primary factor in the criminal behaviors in which they finally

engaged. They gathered in groups and enjoyed going to various places, or sitting and

talking simply to pass the time.

Keywords : Repeated Offences, Adolescents
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