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The assimilation, the conservation and the socialization of

Dai Ya ethnicity’s culture in Chiang Rai Province, Thailand
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the intimation with new cultures, conservation, and
culture identity transmission of Dai Ya ethnical identity in 6 villages within 3 districts of Chiang Rai. The
interested community was approximately 449 Dai Ya ethnicities that their ancestors had migrated from
Mosajiang, Xinping district, Yuxi Province, People’s Republic of China since 1929. The data was collected by
qualitative research including a participation in their daily life, interview, observation by selective sample
group, and group conversation. The quantitative research was performed by randomization of the sample
with a calculated formula with 95% confidence interval, resulting of 139 persons.

The result of the intimation with new cultures has represented that Dai Ya ethnicity could adjust and
intimate with the new cultures, supported by language, religion, foods and nutrition, disease treatments and
dressing. For the conservation and the transmission of culture identity, Dai Ya ethnicity had more
engrossment to conserve their identity than that in earlier period in Thailand. They usually visited their home
town and their relatives, and had a close relationship. There was a campaign and group for the organization
of Dai Ya society and publicized their ethnicity, leading to the cooperation in the conservation of their ethnical
identity. Dressing is one of the remaining of Dai Ya ethnical identity although they do not wear Dai Ya's
garments in their everyday lives, but most of them have Dai Ya’s garments to wear on Dai Ya's Day and

the government special day.

Keywords : the conservation and the socialization
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