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THE ADJUSTMENT OF SOMALIS RESIDING IN THAILAND

Kanchanarat Wittayakiatlert'

Abstract

n this research investigation, the researcher studies factors that led Somalis to decide

to live in the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand). The researcher also examines the
preparations they made for traveling to Thailand; the adjustments they have made in order
to live in Thai society; the income the Somalis enjoy and the expenses they incur in Thailand;
and their life histories both in Somalia and in Thailand. Finally, the researcher considers the
positive and negative effects on the Somalis of residing in Thailand.

In carrying out this investigation, the researcher applied anthropological qualitative
research methods in order to collect germane data. These methods were (1) participatory
observation; (2) interviewing key informants; (3) in-depth interviews; (4) general observation;
(5) informal interviews; (6) a survey of physical characteristics and the community
environment; (7) collecting community histories; (8) drawing up a kinship system diagram;
(9) technological tools used in anthropological field research; and (10) recording field work.

The data collected were analyzed using anthropological methods. After data collection,
the data were presented in a descriptive manner and subjected to content analysis.

Findings are as follows:

The Thanmanurak community in which the Somalis resided did not bear any adverse
effects on them because they lived in accordance with “Islamic principles.” The Somalis
did not encounter problems, nor did they adversely affect the community in which they
resided, inasmuch as they adhered to strict Islamic principles in practical life. In addition,
they are under the control or care of the United Nations (UN), since they are war refugees.
They want to reside safely and peacefully in their third country, viz., Thailand. They do not
want to have any problems in their third country; otherwise, they will be sent back to

Somalia, which would have seriously adverse effects on them.

Keywords : Adjustment; Somalia; Thailand
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