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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study factors affecting Thai people’s
decision making on ecotourism in Doi Suthap-Pui National Park, (2) compare the
aforementioned factors when the sample was classified with gender, age, marital
status, education, occupation, average monthly income and hometown and
(3) study a relationship between the tourists’ travelling behavior and the affecting
factors on their decision. The sample drawn using a quota sampling was 400 Thai
tourists in Doi Suthep-Pui Natinal Park. The instrument used in this research was
a questionnaire approved by experts to a reliability of 0.9203. The data were
analyzed in terms of percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, one-way
ANOVA. Scheffe’s test was used to find a pair comparison and correlation coefficient
was used to find a relationship between the tourists’ travelling behavior and the
affecting factors on their decision. The findings were as the followings: (1) in overall,
the level of factors affecting Thai people’s decision making on ecotourism in
Doi Suthep-Pui National Park were rated at a high level. Individually considered,
the mean values of factors were ranged in descending order as follows: tourism
attraction, safety, transportation, accommodation and information. (2) comparison
of the factors affecting Thai people’s decision making showed that their decision
was not different at a significance level of .05 when they were different in gender,
age, marital status, occupation and hometown. Being different in education and
average monthly income, they had different decisions at a significance level of .01

and .001, respectively. (3) Analysis of relationship between the tourists’ travelling
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behavior and the affecting factors on their decision showed that the aspects of

‘main purpose for travelling’ and ‘future opportunity to come again’ were positively

related. However, these aspects - number of travelling, number of person travelling

together, travelling duration, travelling period, and travelling budget — had no

relationship among one another.

Keywords: Factors Affecting, Decision Making, Ecotourism, Thai People,

National Park Doi Suthep-Pui, Chiang Mai Province
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