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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed at studying laws, international convention, and ethics which
is prohibited or should be careful in publicizing criminal news photo and other kinds of photos,
also studied ‘Doing Ethics’ of professional journalists and different groups of stakeholders regarding
criminal news photos, news photos complained via Subcommittee of Complaints Examination,
National Press Council of Thailand, including ethically sensitive news photos. In-depth interviews
and Potter Box by Ralph B. Potter, Jr., Professor at Harvard Divinity School were used as the
research method and tool to limit areas of questions by considering sensitive news photos as the
case studies.

Many laws and ethical regulations, cautions, and prohibitions relating to criminal news
photos and other types of news photos were found in the research results. But many laws and
those regulations are less intention.

The professional journalists and different groups of stakeholders hold both similar and
different opinions towards criminal news photos and other types of news photos complained via
Complaints Examination Subcommittee, National Press Council of Thailand, News photos which
has ethical problems promoting credulity to the society and misguiding people from Buddhist
beliefs, Violent and Terrifying case study, Privacy rights and salacious case study, Human rights
problem case study, Case study of the rights of the child and family, Demonstrates the culprit’s
action case study, and Case study distributed from organizations which have ethical problems on
the rights of the child.

The research results also were found that the ‘Doing Ethics’ of the professional journalists
and different groups of stakeholders were different. The journalists emphasized on ‘means’
whereas the stakeholder groups weighed more on ‘ends’. Nevertheless, some groups of the

journalists considered the ‘ends’ principle in some cases.

Keywords : Doing Ethics, Ethically Sensitive News Photos, Human And Child Rights, Potter’s Box.
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