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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to develop the training program for training teachers in
the schools for elderly people, and to study the effectiveness of the developed training program.
The research process was divided into 2 phases according to the objectives. In Phase 1, the
researcher studied documents to create a prototype of a training program based on Taba’s 7
steps of curriculum development in order to enable teachers or resource persons of the school
for elderly people to perform their duty of learning development or providing education for the
learners based on the objectives of the school, with consideration of life quality of the elderly
in the society of the elderly in Thailand in four dimensions of longevity, namely, economic,
environmental, health, and social dimensions. Then, the researcher submitted the prototype
training program to ask for opinions from experts and then developed a draft of the training
program for teachers in the schools for elderly people to be tried out in the next phase. In
Phase 2, the researcher took the draft of the training program to be tried out with a group of
teachers in a school for the elderly people in Chachoengsao province. The try-out was an action
research which included both the training activities and the actual practice teaching activities.
The teachers were pre-tested and post-tested in the try-out in order to obtained data on the
effectiveness of the program. After that, the try-out results and the results from a questionnaire
on opinions were taken to develop the training program for teachers in the school for elderly
people to provide teachers with the knowledge and skills to prepare the readiness of elderly
people in the 4 dimensions as well as to develop the knowledge transfer process skills and
learning management processes appropriate for the elderly which affect the learners and the
quality of instruction.

The results of the study of the effectiveness of the program as reflected from the learning
outcomes of the participants show that the objective management and the contents are very
consistent; the duration of the training and the measurement and evaluation method are well
managed; they can be well applied in the actual teaching practice that is appropriate for the
elderly people in school; the management of contents, the training process and the evaluation
during the training is appropriate and can be adjusted for the actual teaching practice; the
learning contents and learning experience are appropriate for the learners; the participants in
the training program can apply the contents for integration to be consistent with the nature of
learners who are elderly people resulting in the continuity of doing activities; the elderly people
achieve learning and have fun in the instructional process; as for the evaluation method, the
researcher has used the interview, observation of participation in activities, and questioning and

answering that can be actually used in the school for elderly people.
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