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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to examine tourist behaviors toward religious
and belief-based tourist attractions in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, 2) to assess tourists’
satisfaction with these attractions, and 3) to propose guidelines for the development and
promotion of religious and belief-based tourism in the province. The study employed
a quantitative research approach. The target population consisted of tourists who visited
important religious sites, and a purposive sampling method was used to select 400 participants.
Data were collected using a structured questionnaire validated by experts, which yielded a
content validity index of 0.96 and a reliability coefficient of 0.96. Both descriptive and inferential
statistical methods were used in the analysis.

The results indicated that the overall level of tourist satisfaction was high, with rating
mean of 3.03. In particular, the transportation aspect received the highest rating mean of
3.21. Most tourists (17.3%) chose Wat Chedi (Ai Khai) as their primary destination. In addition,
49.5% of respondents traveled on pre-arranged tours, and 47% traveled mainly to engage in
merit-making activities. Hypothesis testing revealed no significant difference in satisfaction related
to the chosen attractions, travel arrangements, or travel objectives. These findings suggested
that tourists were generally delighted with religsious and belief-based attractions, especially with

regard to transportation and the diverse range of sacred and intriguing sites available.

Keywords: Religious and Belief-based Tourism, Tourist Behavior, Tourist Satisfaction, Nakhon

Si Thammarat Province
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