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Abstract

This research article aims to: (1) analyze the eight elements of intelligence within

The Four Books (Sishu) using Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Theory as a guide and

(2) discuss the connection between Confucian learning concepts and Gardner’s model. By

employing a qualitative documentary analysis method, the study reveals that Confucius’s

teachings notably reflect four elements of Gardner’s intelligences: Linguistic, Musical,

Interpersonal, and Intrapersonal. These skills serve as the foundation for developing a Junzi

(Morally Cultivated Person). Despite these parallels, a fundamental difference in purpose exists:

Gardner views intelligence as a tool for solving problems and creating products, while Confucius

views it as a moral vehicle for building character and ensuring social peace.

Keywords: Confucius, The Four Books, Multiple Intelligences Theory, Gardner
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Table 1 Table Illustrating Confucius’ Intellectual Learning in the Four Books through the

Framework of Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences

The Cognitive Foundations of Confucian Learning as Reflected in the Four Books

Logical-
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Linguistic ~ Mathema- Spatial Musical Naturalistic
Kinesthetic sonal sonal
Intelligence tical Intelligence Intelligence Intelligence
Intelligence Intelligence Intellicence
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Table 2 Table Illustrating Confucius’ Linguistic Intellicence in the Four Books through the

Framework of Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences

The Four Books

Salient Linguistic Features Identified in the Text

Daxue The text demonstrates a concise linguistic style, incorporating
explanatory exposition, and rhetorical questioning as primary
communicative strategies.

Lunyu The text employs descriptive exposition, systematic summarization,
and inferential reasoning as key rhetorical strategies.

Zhongyong The text demonstrates a concise linguistic style that relies on

abstract conceptual explanation rather than concrete illustration.

Mengzi (Mencius)

The text incorporates comparative exposition, allegorical parables,

metaphorical analogies, and systematic logical argumentation as

central rhetorical strategies.

INANT NV NAUAIUNTDBTUNE AN
v ANy a A v A U AU o w
AuAsAae dnslinwinsedu didud1Aguns
Tdiaudedouny AuATuaudd Tinisnssan
N1383UAY LaZN1T0UNIU ANATIEY N1

QREAY Lﬂuuquﬁiiu HF0AUNLIBUATLUIAA

1y} v asa a v ~ = a
TnLu ANATIEGRD ldnsiUSeuiigu dnuguin
guluy waznisanifeadmssng
Yo M Yo o v i
idelevhasuiegnsuniiusing
wilgyamuniwivesusaslufunsagsunsal
HUNsaUN e nleye)1vedn1selues femsed 3

Table 3 Table Presenting Selected Textual Examples Demonstrating Confucius’ Linguistic

Intelligence in the Confucian Four Books through the Framework of Gardner’s Theory of

Multiple Intelligences

The Four Chapter /
Textual Example Thai Translated Text
Books Section
Daxue Opening K2, WLREFUHAZ  “FRudamAnwnegi vivlrinasss (@i

section of the
canonical text

(jingwen)

E. a5 H R R, WRESE
AEGZUASALE 2 5. R
HAPU BEARET, —UA

UseMuNIAe) uanasa wngdw) Wuwuueens
TigBuysul s luaulnl (faw) ausseglu
AUALAA” (Sikkakosol & Numtong, 2019, p. 7)

e EA UM Fra a2

#, (Gao, 2011 p. 2)
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Table 3 Table Presenting Selected Textual Examples Demonstrating Confucius’ Linguistic

Intelligence in the Confucian Four Books through the Framework of Gardner’s Theory of

Multiple Intelligences

The Four Chapter /
Textual Example Thai Translated Text
Books Section
Lunyu Lunyu 1:6 FH: B TAMZ, B 019138n0a1nd “fond deegihundnay eed
%, WTiE, SEA, T Peuendeild sednseiuardednd Wewde
S0, TGRS, Mz anudndennau IndBeywess deldvinds
7. (Li, 2004 p. 33) wightiudr mndaeiifnds addifiednwsnes
A@n5” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 320)
Zhongyong  Zhongyong Fooksh, daeA g, “Qﬁmadmajqﬁ"ulﬂmﬁwwﬁn Wiesduniafens
23 refers to WO, TENE, U59q0ANdndase dndasedanusngneuen
the Way of W, BEh, ZhAE, 2 Usingaieusndeuudude windnegeunszans
Hurmanity Mk, AER T 2N RE nszingonazTiow avifioudondeuula
. (Gao, 2011 p. 34) WasuwUasgouiinnsdeaou é’méﬁqﬁ'qﬂu
s oinlddudsaeunusu” (Sikkakosol &
Numtong, 2019, p. 46)
Mengzi Mengzi (Men-  FFEl: RELE, & Wedenanin “wuavluisn denidnsinuius
(Mencius)  cius), Book 7 Hifth. Sk, WAk U “Lﬁ@i’%’ﬂﬁmuﬁuﬁmu gou3anih “n13s1s

%o ﬁ;ﬁx:'t?’ ?%:/H\:Ti7 F]ﬁ
LR REAK, &
SR, Frblirart.

(Gao, 2011 p. 327)
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I @
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Jurauza1aTn” (Limpanusorn, 2015, p. 276)
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ausavanilelalaeendunitnus anunsadunen
Sradlviiunslitheainussndl uazanunsoviilv
uywdanysallitenuss vedelinusmiuaiesie
TumsvumnzuazUgnilianinssandeniinudade
nazAsNs1 vedelTeunnAvesnisilegdades
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faunvqudd 3:3 FE: <A
AT, AL KA, an iR (L,
2004, p. 79) 819158081791 “WHunyududls
uywesssu feglsifeadeaiu waldian Wuywd
uilfuywesssy fleglsiieatestuauniliian”
(Satha-anand, 2019, p. 328)

Frumngqudd 3:23 FIHEK
JiiR. El: SR RIE. a0fE, S
M, s, sdnt, g, Lok
(Li, 2004, p. 102) 919159NaINUNIARINTILAS
Sgvgin “aunsifuBesisle WeBalmiuaiy
wieundos nduliligniauiidanuadesouay
fellesuaumas” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 336)

fruvnqudd 3:25 TR, R
FER, RFM. HK, RER, KRR
FA.” (LN, 2004, p. 104) 913159na1809
uigedar i “eauldin SnvisRanulae
auysal drungedan @ tu snanaliinudlaifa
Imaauysaﬁ” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 336)

faunviqudd 7:14 FLEF I i,
S HAFIRAR . F: ANED R =T
(Li, 2004, p. 199) ilondsiiogsgd oransdld
lanuatian wimnduflidsadodunay
g1fow 813158081990 “ldiAgAnunnawd
auATz L aAlaR UL (Satha-anand, 2019,
p. 386)

frunmqud’ 8:8 FHI: “MT
W, SFAL, TSR (LN, 2004, p. 230)
919198na M “navduddenitnus defude
WA dSamenuns” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 402)

fruvmqudd 11:1 FE: sk
TALR, AW, mEETALS, BT
WAz, WE NS (L, 2004, p. 291)

val v o=

919158na1371 “adienaugiidanunsuasuuy

Induautn adended drdmuniuazouy
snluiggru mnilendld wnazauauadle

N9~ (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 440)
Fruvvqudd 14:12 FH I A
TE: b2 5, AR, R
T8, #R2E, CZUALER, TR
JEA S (LD, 2004, p. 385) eganufienis
Husyweiauysal enansdnannit “danuedng
%ﬂ@jﬁ’]’ﬂ Uaoaamognagansdandmayesig
Madewiailendou aunsadalzseusuegig
L@ naeuinade va aued ansnsavinlidy
uwéﬁauuﬂsaﬁ” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 496)
funmqudd 162 FLFE: “RKF
78, ALK H R 7 KT EIE,
WAL RAEA B . HiEEd, &t
HAAKR; BRARM, hiEsA KRR,
B LA E dy, =t A KRR RNAAIE,
WBAER K. R NAIE, WEAAL”
(Li, 2004 p. 453) v338 na13 “ilousufnd
W A auss uaznInmsioonainlesaassn
puATTans teuduAuly Wi A ausd uay
mMsvmsfiseninanidtuasilessnainidues
tewtinlazlsigyaareluneluduiae iilesen
Mnyuu teetinilazligyaansluamelurndan
deltgnnauiuinneuimstdestiniasligy
Tumeluanudiay” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 534)
funmqudd 16:5 FLFE: “3
FHIR, BEZIR RTALER, REAZ
H, REBWR, MR KPR, SRR
TR, BiS. 7 (L, 2004, p. 458) 9438
nand “fanususudanuuuiidulselonis
AFusHdamuuithgauidon Jusudly
Mswonuey va uagausd Jusudlunuives
yamauviasi Jusuglunsiifaenadinsdnousnn
Hudselowd daumnuFusudlunuaynazues
Jusudlunmsvieadivaesiles Jusudlunisiu
Pl thgannunden” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 537)
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fumqudt 17:11 FE: “4Lz
L, ERaFR? Kohs, PEsT
27 (Li, 2004, p. 479) 919158na17I1 “nal 1Al
AAMUNUYLN AL INALA NN TN TUNIO
AUAS! AURS! AUMIBLAEILANADITE AT
(Satha-anand, 2019, p. 550)

faunvqudd 17:21:1-5 i
CAEZAE, MIOAR. BT EA AL
AR, ZFEANER, R0, [HAEEE
BT, BRSOk, R B RS TE:
“RME, KK#, TL%TF? "H:
“aZ. “drag, WPAZ Y KRBT ZIEE,
BEAH, BEASE, BAZ, A
Rt Ao, WAZY SR, THE:
CFTZAMOB! FHEZE, RERT A
M. REFZE, RTZ#Ed, 7
A =2 BT HAEFY (L, 2004, p. 487)
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Foudslaivih Undlihaunelafeninda” (Satha-
anand, 2019, p. 554)
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AR, WHETEE S EHET I,
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A s, ALRFESRM. (Zhy, 2011,
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nnegluanuzfianmui wegnlaioramudu fites
anlgAaandansInNi’ (Limpanusorn, 2015,
pp. 24-25)
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lufufsidede 1 fun Seazdeadsd

Faunvqudd 12:22 B4R 4,
FE: % N. "W, FE: “HIAN (L
2004, p. 296) AMuRBANTNYWEFITU 819156
na171 “Shuywd” luRenuiennus 813158
NA1YIN “$3Inuyee” (Satha-anand, 2019, p. 470)
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waesEanIdslundadsindegduuiu o
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L‘T;Juﬁyugmé’wmyﬁuaamsagﬁwﬁﬂué’muﬁmﬁa
Usrsauwn

funvqudd 1.2 HFE: 3
NS, MR, R, AU
B, mEEELE, KRB, BTSSR,
ASLESE . FH g, HoCZ A5y
(Li, 2004, p. 30) 919138WEINE1I1 “HilAy

neyeuuazweliioeiniasdaduddefudyn

v al
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a
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UYBUTIIUMULYINGZI9?” (Satha-anand, 2019,
p. 306)
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(Li, 2004 p. 292) 919138na1I “Ayayruiona
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@M (FgUnTY mssth” (Satha-anand,
2019, p. 466)
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fFo TH: “BEHREY THE: ‘g
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DEM 27 (L, 2004, p. 142) widyuneiulay
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p. 364)
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p. 220)

fed0nd1dn “uywdduilia
Faldenanuiiiuyndvesyudsoiuld el

HIUNMIFUT0IANAINAIN TC (NFUT 2) sy semansuasdsnLmans



sansilayeyrfidand T7 18 atfufl 1 uns1AN-WEIEL 2569 275

U afza

ysnnerEaniandllenanuiiunnduesiyude
Ml Fafnszuauinasessulienanuiiunnd
vosyudld Wolddndamuiiunnduyuddle 1
fuiuszusuUnasesdenuiiunndve syl
msﬂwswﬁgﬂaﬂué’wﬁLﬁuﬁaqﬁdwﬁwamuﬁagﬂi
Tufle” (Limpanusorn, 2015, pp. 65-66)
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Table 4 Summary Table of Salient Linguistic Features and the Frequency of Textual Instances

Reflecting Confucius’ Cognitive Learning in the Four Books, Based on Gardner’s Multiple

Intelligences Theory

The Four Salient Linguistic Features Identified Musical Interpersonal Intrapersonal
Books in the Text Intelligence Intelligence Intelligence
Daxue The text demonstrates a concise linguistic 0 0 1

style, incorporating explanatory exposition
and rhetorical questioning as primary com-
municative strategies.
Lunyu The text employs descriptive exposition, 11 5 3
systematic summarization, and inferential
reasoning as key rhetorical strategies.
Zhongyong The text demonstrates a concise linguistic 0 0 2

style that relies on abstract conceptual

explanation rather than concrete illustra-

tion.
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Table 4 Summary Table of Salient Linguistic Features and the Frequency of Textual Instances

Reflecting Confucius’ Cognitive Learning in the Four Books, Based on Gardner’s Multiple

Intelligences Theory (Cont.)

The Four Salient Linguistic Features Identified Musical Interpersonal Intrapersonal
Books in the Text Intelligence Intelligence Intelligence
Mengzi The text incorporates comparative 1 1 1

(Mencius)  exposition, allegorical parables,

metaphorical analogies, and systematic

logical argumentation as central rhetorical

strategies.
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