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MEDIA - PEOPLE: PASSING ON DREAMS, HOPES & FUTURES IN THE JAPANESE WAY
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Abstract

Natural disasters have probably been considered as an event connected to the Japanese
way of life for a long time due to its location and topography. The Japanese are exposed to
various types of natural disasters including earthquake, the most common destructive event. In
2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake killed more than ten thousand people, destroying houses
and leaving hundreds of thousands evacuated. The world has been recognizing the event and its
stories through media presenting in a variety of styles and perspectives, but the interesting and

seemingly distinctive one is the Japanese media presentation. A fascinating example is how

1

av

913dUsEiEvIvInualugsia augfadmans andunisdanisdyaniian, Lecturer, Faculty of Liberal Arts,

o

Panyapiwat Institute of Management, E-mail: nongluklim@pim.ac.th

H1UNM35UTRIAMAMATN TCI (NFUR 1) avnuyveAansuasdpuaans



o = o A

262 sasteyeyrfamsl U9 7 aiuie Uszafiauaminay 2558

Asahi newspaper of Japan presented a special scoop This scoop doesn’t only provide pictures,
stories or feelings towards the event or loss, but it also gives pictures and interviews about their
impressive places, as well as the talks given about the future paths of their choices. The interview
article makes it more evident to the “characteristics” of Japanese people like a virtue of extreme
patience, community ties, beliefs in power of human spirit as well as the worthiness of life.
News release method doesn’t only reflect the “worthiness” of youths, but it also reflects
the “worthiness” of the Japanese media. The “media” well selected the scoop and method to
present the lives of these youths in a lively, valuable way. The pictures, stories and important
voice of message deliverers that the media released also give encouragement to readers. The
occurrence mentioned above, both the role of media and people, could answer the question
that the Japanese have been able to overcome several disasters with the power of strength from

personal accountability of each individual.

Keywords: Japan, Earthquake, Japanese media
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