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TRANSGENERATIONAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN FAMILY FIRMS: A FACTOR MODEL
BASED ON A MULTIPLE CASE STUDY
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Abstract

Transgenerational entrepreneurship opens a new direction for family business research by
combining succession and entrepreneurship research of family firms. Deeper understanding about
transgenerational entrepreneurship, especially about the factors which may affect transgenerational
entrepreneurship still not ideal in China, let alone the multiple case studies. We try to construct
a factor model of transgenerational entrepreneurship in Chinese context after analyzing the
interview data of three CEOs. The entrepreneurial motivation, experiential learning, family culture
and “negative” factors among others are found and identified that can influence transgenerational
entrepreneurship. These findings show some directions for further research of transgenerational
entrepreneurship in family firms under the specific Chinese context, as well as some theoretical
insights on succession and entrepreneurship of family firms.
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