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Abstract

This research aimed to compare entrepreneurial development models between Thailand
and Azores Islands, Portugal. It was a qualitative research using content analysis. The data
was collected via interviewing people who were involved in organizations which took part in
entrepreneurial development in Thailand and in Azores. In Thailand these people were represen-
tatives from the Department of Industrial Promotion, Department of Business Development, Small
and Medium Enterprises Development Institute, Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion Agency,
financial institutes, and academic institutions. In Azores, these were representatives from the
Society for the Business Development of the Azores, Azores Tourism Observation, Azores Chamber
of Commerce, and University of the Azores. The research questions were developed based on
the concept of entrepreneurial development components of Dabson (2005) which comprised of
5 aspects, namely, Entrepreneurial education, Adult entrepreneurial training and technical assistance,
Access to capital, Access to network, and Entrepreneurial culture.

The results showed that in Thailand and in Azores, the development approach in the
aspects of entrepreneurial education and adult entrepreneurial training and technical assistance
were in the same direction. That is academic institutions were the main resources in providing
knowledge and creating entrepreneurs, as well as doing research to support entrepreneurship. In
Azores, access to capital, access to network, and entrepreneurial culture were considered as
advantages of Azores. There was a tight network among entrepreneurs, the government, business
organizations, research institutes, agencies for the promotion of technology, and academic institutions,
in order to utilize strength and knowledge from each organization in developing entrepreneurs’
potential.

As for entrepreneurial development model in Thailand, the analysis revealed that the
advantage were entrepreneurial education, adult entrepreneurial training and technical and,
access to capital. While networking and the management of the network was the disadvantage

that was neither systematic nor strong and also the weak of entrepreneurial culture. Therefore,
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the Thai government should set up a clear policy of its network operation by promoting

cooperation among diverse organizations. The Thai government should focus on coordination

among these organizations as effective coordination is the heart of an efficient network, and also

focus on the maintenance of that network. There should also be a way to assess the effectiveness

of that network so that learning and experiences can be shared among the involved organizations.

All of the above suggestions are to create the right environment for Thailand to become a true

entrepreneurial development society.

Keywords: Comparison, Models of entrepreneurial development
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