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Abstract

This research aimed to study the levels of Sustainable Tourism Management and Quality
Standards of Natural Tourist Attractions, and to develop a model on Sustainable Tourism Management
affecting developing Quality Standards of Natural Tourist Attractions of provinces in the central
region. The data were analyzed by Structural Equation Modeling. The criterion variable was the
principles on Sustainable Tourism and the predictor variable was the Quality Standards of Natural
Tourist Attractions. The population was categorized into two groups: 18,175,708 tourist in Natural
Attractions in the central region in 2013 (B.E. 2556) and the local people in the provinces located
in the central region (unknown number). The 500 participants in the research were randomized
by multi-stage sampling method using G*Power 3.1 Program. The research instruments were levels
of implementation of Sustainable Tourism Principles and levels of the Quality Standards of Natural
Tourist Attractions Questionnaire. The data were analyzed by mean, standard deviation, structural
equation modeling analysis.

The results of the study indicated that the local people in the tourist attractions applied
the Principles of Sustainable Tourism Management at the highest level provided with an instructional
manual and information on tourism for preparations at the highest level. In terms of the quality
standards of natural tourist attractions, they were evaluated at the excellent level with the value
of the natural sources at the highest level.

The hypothesis testing results was the sustainable tourism management principles influenced
the quality standards of natural tourist attractions in provinces located in the central region (36%).
The Model of Sustainable Tourism Management should focus on the top five principles of sustainable
tourism management including integrating tourism into planning, Maintain diversity, Using resource

sustainable, marketing tourism responsibly and Undertaking research.

Keywords: Sustainable Tourismm Management, Tourism Management and Quality Standards of
Natural Tourist Attractions
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