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Abstract

The purpose of the journal is to study Mian Main’s Candy under the topic of individualism
and heterosexual relationship. The novel shows that individualism resulting changes in heterosexual
relationship is concerned with the resurrection of Shanghai from the lowest to one of the highest
city in economic development in China by capitalism and free market. The economic development

fades away the idea of self-sacrifice and equality in old socialist society. Capitalism values individuality
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while free market emphasizes on an individual pleasure and free choice. The study conducted

under the deconstruction approach points out that heterosexual love appeared in the novel is

related to the urban living style of a group of younger generation in late 1990. Love not only

tends to be a short-term relationship and depends on personal pleasure, it is also varied

opportunities to begin a new relationship. The relationship reflects how urban dweller negotiates

with the pressure to seek wealth and free choice which becomes part of urban life.

Keywords: Post Mao Shanghai, Capitalism, Heterosexual relationship
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