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Trang’'s Kopi : The way of Drinking Kopi as a Semiology of Cultural

or Social Identity
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Abstract

The purpose of this article was to reveal the culture of Kopi drinking in
Trang from the viewpoints of Trang locals in Kopi coffee shops in Trang
Municipality, Mueang District, Trang Province. The field data of this qualitative
research was collected through in-depth interviews with customers,
employees and owners of Kopi coffee shops, and participatory observations.
Critiques of the phenomenon were conducted through gathering of local
historical data and data from field research on the Kopi coffee shop space.
The study found that Kopi drinking culture in the study area was important for
the existence of relationships among locals who attach importance of Kopi
drinking culture to welcoming visitors and to participate in social activities
using the Kopi coffee shop space as a means of communication. Local peple
talked and interacted with other customers in the Kopi coffee shops which
reflected their positive and negative attitudes towards situations relating to
their way of life in Trang social context. Therefore, the Kopi shops were used
to express their social identity through communication of ideas and discussion

about solving social problems in the community.

Keywords : Kopi, drinking Kopi culture, semiology of cultural, space for

expressing identity
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