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An Investigation of mistakes in Thai Usage: A case study of Thai writing of
first-year students at Princess of Naradhiwas University
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine mistakes in Thai writing of the first-year undergraduate students of
Princess of Naradhiwas University, academic year 2017. There were 196 students who were from four facul-
ties and one college. The data were collected from copies of the final examination's answer sheets of the
first semester of the Thai Usage subject 11-034-101 Which had already been defended by the committees.
The results of this study wear analyzed by Taro Yamane's table revealed that there were three categories
of the mistakes regarding orthography found in Thai writing, which included misspelling, punctuation, and
space. The study also disclosed that there were four categories of the mistakes concerning word usage,

which were semantic and grammatical mistakes, redundant word usage, and using spoken language in
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writing. In addition, there were three categories with regard to the mistakes of Sentence structure, which
comprised of incomplete sentences, incorrect words order, and the sentences with foreign idiomatic ex-
pressions. Furthermore, another mistake was the writing form which was not congruent with the Thai
language writing form. The results of this study can be applied for teaching method planning in Thai writ-
ing problems of students later.

Keywords: Mistakes, Thai Writing, Thai Usage
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