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A revision of Thai nation-state’s explanation that political
conflicts, interests, and illegal business: a case study of
violence against politicians during 2004-2019

Abstract Anawat Chanhong *

This article is a part of a study, “A violence against politicians in southern border
provinces (2004-2019): Formation and violent factors.” The aim of examining this phenomenon
is to revise the Thai state’s explanation that political conflicts, interests, and illegal business
mainly caused the ongoing insurgency, in which the politicians in southern border provinces
play an essential role behind. The study found that analyzing violence against politicians
caused by the struggle for interests and political power’ framework certainly supported the

state explanation because structural and actor factors lead to this conclusion. However, by

considering the statistics, this claim is too light to describe the main cause of insurgency in 2

X

deep sought. Moreover, statistical data also indicates that the concept of separatist war might §

lead to understanding the root cause of conflict, on the other hand, is concealed by the state Jg

-]

explanation. ®
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