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Abstract

Khruba, or also known as charismatic monks, have rose to a position
of great prominence in Lan Na-Thai Buddhist society since B.E. 2530s (1987).
Composed of heterogeneous beliefs and practices, the proliferation of Khruba
does not reflect the return of “ancient” Khruba tradition or the continuation
of the past. Instead, it emerges out of the contemporary societal and cultural
needs for the production of translocalities under the context of globalization
against the flourishing of popular Buddhism and prosperity religions. Rise of
“modern” Khruba is also attributed to the middle class which represents the
dynamics of Buddhist society in national, regional and global dimensions.
Khruba have now become translocal figures for global devotees. This paper
argues that the concept of Khruba, its meaning and forms, have never been
linear and static and suggests that it is constantly being redefined, re-
evaluated and re-interpreted. Drawing on archival sources, in-depth interviews
and participatory observation during 2014-2016, this paper investigates
“Modern” Khruba as actors in their encounters with the global culture. This
paper concludes that making Khruba charisma possible for being absorbed
and reconstructed by different groups of people is one of the key success

factors of “modern” Khruba.

Keywords Modern Khruba, Charisma, Lan Na, Translocalities, Popular Buddhism

and Prosperity Religions
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1. UNUI

“agu1” fanuddnlulanymsmauivesduundusionn audatagiu
smuhasuildnduiniinuddalulanymsmauiveadamilnednads Tnsiame
Tuthsanummsssiniun asnilesvesasuiluniamieuasmsvetefveeng
fidodensnaluszduuud narodulssdufiinaulafilussduTiondsa
warluadivins Usingmsaitlalldifesasiounatnsvesdanummsmaniiindy
Tunimnilowniu uaddldeddydenisesuiednulussfumpuazszaulan
née nsiAntuesaguialislng luudinignuesindurviunisieliuaiia
WVsAAUILUUAILYT ueeslsfiny mandunvesagunilaildvanedafunis
Nnedmndsiagiusmemmmineuazsuuuilundafioiuasmed wiiiagu
arfelmiszdrafsnndugdunenadanmsmauuuudmuifiaguiaiidody
dunuy wiluanuduaie asumdrdldidunisiiuiasnaivesanmilosy
suiRedestuanudenaznsufiafunnsrmainnatsludenunnssinagoes
Ussinalne il ilaUsuisensisuudamnedsauuay Tausssy uaznauaues
sonnumavtsiinarnuansvesdaulnsianizngurudunats n1sndusvesngu
Tuifiseenaesureldindunisudnaududiosdudruiu (Production of
Translocalities TufitldA191 “Eruundunu”) (Appadurai, 1996; 3576l LaUNAN,
2547) fyiu uwIAREes “Asun” (AuminsuarsUuuy) Tsldldfudsdignivue
Tudregremed lildlaunadudunsaunanedn wiidudsiignuiuiuaoy
Uszdliupanlvl wazfnnululegnasnian Tuusunvesesuialislndfeninuiy
lanAdni 13918 y# (Transnationalization) N15gaufidI@IveIsFuIALazanITY
asdl mMsiAvlavesszuuATygRaLUURan Msdeansasielval 1y Bumesidauas
Toiduailie (Social Media) nMafiulavesusunans uagn1siilosyvasmsman
wuuUszrlennayAmauwinulafssae (Popular Buddhism and Prosperity
Religion) (afigyay Lﬁlawjaqa, 2541; Feungfusakul, 1993; Jackson, 1999a, 1999b;
McDaniel, 2011; Kitiarsa, 2008, 2012; Stengs, 2009)

winsziufiny ssdaudiieafuwmsuuuarindiuun vied nea lawsy
WAULSENIT “NUNSAFUILUUYIU” Yuan Buddhism (Cohen, 2000a, 2000b, 2001,
2002) 307t D51 AIamAesH (819891u Treesahakiat, 2011) TFesureliindy
nM3ufuRuuy “lemas” (Yogavacara) Nfalidednin Inganizuseinusssuilon
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warTnsUfifuuuiidendt “agu1” Sslumalnmstldannsodudutululdlng
nMnasieveangurside iesnnTeidssesnsdusdiuygrSonyyurediuun fe
yuruMImemaunidsivgfluedn (ann viurya, 2534) asurAsitededieldy
annedfglunsfnuiesnsul vieffilsusendt “agunnu” (Wawg ua,
2558) flruAnuidruuunifsafuaguiadideludisaumasse il
Tannwlneuazn1wdsngy wu Tann viueas (2534), Maasen f3arssa (2540),
1508 Aud (Keyes, 1981), BAis1 #3amnash (Treesahakiat, 2011), neias dou
(Easum, 2013), WAy wAMse3u 1ud (Bowie, 2014a, 2014b) usnand Fafleu
Reafuagungudug Tugandsaguiesidednduaunils Wy agunead (Srisawat,
1988; Buadaeng, 2002; w3y Taune wagiiawy] wd, 2558), AFUndeeamiaun
(Gravers, 2012, 2017), AFUILIBY UIndla (Ashley, 2011, 2017), ﬂgUWL%auﬁ’]
(Panyagaew, 2013), ﬂgma%iﬂzyzyﬂ (Turton, 2006), LLazﬂ'gquyszjm (Cohen, 2000a,
2000b, 2001, 2002, 2017; Jirattikorn, 2016, 2017; Kataoka, 2017) ag14lsfn1u
msfnwimuadsegluaunssuandnvaamsdinwagu e 1) surumnseas
8138 (Millenarianism) 2) Gumumiﬁuwuwwﬁmauﬂué’mm (Buddhist Revivalism)
LA 3) N158319AUNTITNTINNeF9A (Social Memory) virlvinguradielnly
sUuuudug dilignifusmilunsfinwirgu degldesunesely
unanuiififsuinauouuanlnilunisesuisasuniledudiegiswes
nsnegrmrinadilanisifetusasilesyvesagulugatiagiu tnsluiid
AT uAInTsuLarMsUF RN amaunidifyvesnguiatelnl suidy
druvilavesineinusseduutaygien msfnwliitnmsdenmnn Uszneude
nsAuainenaswaznsiiudeyaniaauin (Msdunivaluaznisdunnegid
dusan) fidudiunisedsiaiiostaud wa. 2557-2560 luiufiniamilevessze
e nsdifnwmdnAeaguianaesiiud ldud agutos waedaly wirinrineuya
p.a13f1 2.1 Teslwal uazagu1eied edeinln wiviuasuialndyiu o.uiase
2.dee wenanil mmﬁaﬁuamawﬂimg‘tuaamm vantdsde emsfil Mo
g Vvled ledeaiiiis wu gnu (YouTube) latl (Line) wla{n (Facebook) uas
wWinaes (Twitter) lasunanuazBudufenisonifenisriuuufnlunsinm
ASUENLNSLAVENLazANUA RIS ANWIATLY BefiTeuituingslsifinme
sensvirauitlavsngnisainisiflesyvesasuludlagiu sudedeanides
Tunmnssuseduasunalisluedne “agurdnuia” sntuaglduugiuumanis
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Iangiagunadislvaluguzgnseviinslunszuiumssdnaududund s
HIUAI9819AINTIURAZNITUN UANIMmaDT 4 619813 taun 1) n1sidniilssnssy
2) mstunsndn “lans” vula 3) madunslunuleddefionsmstluumlng wa
4) Myasaeserialiegsia uwazdugarnedumsasUlamiuddgyvesunany

2. @auuIRANIELENANTY “AguIAnE”

nanlagdany lunsAnwiBosasuiiiiuan dhdvmsmdsaumansuay
uywemanslaldunfnfiunnisiuiielinssinudnvurvesmadugiiusiuas
maufimesuaunismamanwasdsauluiiuiimamienesing® Tassudn
Pluurdnruiun1snsease13e wu w15ad Aed (Keyes, 1977, 1981), dunuds
Viuu1e9 (Tambiah, 1984), Tan v1uzya (2534), vTydTu (ATaTan) Tauns
(Srisawat, 1988; Buadaeng, 2002), U@y WANLGOIU U7 (Bowie, 2014b) n15AnwIT
THuurfnvuiunisiunwnsaiawn (viefl nea laou 13undnegiain active
utopianism) LY TN MWW (2547, 2555) Uag Wea 1AL (Cohen 2000b,
2001) 4agwIAANITATINAIUNTIIITIUNNFIAL YU MUVBI UBUATT INBTAY
(Turton, 2006) was 1§us Jayaruia (Panyagaew, 2013) n1sAnwdneduils v
Jursiivesazun (Inglamgajuieside) AnTuaInnIsUFTAvIemaun W n1s
UHURNTININ T3URUUIUNNTADATINIIMIAUILALNITADATUEIUINVDINTUNN
Tuituiiniamile shlvdfiuieasnswazidriniuruaunadudmaunn lag
WAAALUUNTEAT13E 1aeATUTUFIUEVRIHUIMNUITINTD “duyay-dudiay”
AYI8La YA U ngAuIINaN 1IN AvesdianluY19veINITTINE IR
dndausnansiemensnisuaganrasluatoisniadl 5 uastwilugnisdnsadeu
ymadanslval minuadlasuundavuaunisiuywmsmauluduu agundestuyg
viowysssuduioiumauinmsanaudeuneslutiuneddinvessaaun
MAULAANMSMAUTTLD (Frammsamssud 25) Wiuldannlassnsneaiisuas
donueumauanluiiuiimamietuoslasnis lnsewiztumaaouiiduius
AU YAIUVRIYINNS AU WU TANTESINADEAT ATEITI TANTLTINYOUS
LUNT Tansesmvsnnde 2.4 uariansesmeesgunn 3.edlvid lnevuiuns
noadsillifunsiunendgnauvdauddysmateiuriudeasunenalsae oy

¢ sudduwaduusssuauuluginiaguusinlvswmeuuu (@saaf desana, 2558)
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LLmﬁmmﬁ?u\luw”wmmamﬁlﬁ%’umisumwiaqjmﬁmeﬁé"gaLLuaﬁmmsa%ﬁqmm
59315 ednn Tnenosinuiunsindeulmuesagunlugadien 1wy asuidou
A1 (Panyagaew, 2013) Iu‘ﬁuuﬁmﬂmﬁamauuwiaLﬁaqlﬂﬁqsqmuﬂulmluqﬁmﬂ
auushinlusnouuy 1wy guvledeluAvasstiuuvesnmaguuy Ussmedu Taild
HuuAeuneeuForumsmauyiity uidadunszuannsadinnnunsesi
safuvesnguaulandaiu Jsdeduiiulseiimaniuagdndnvainisnanug
Taruanuitu uizedfuosinssdanszneluiufinevevvesigniadsl)

defiansunfget asfiulddinsevuuidaiaiuiaaunisegiaun
senaiaudilamuldsuuvamadsmiuaiamie Fadeadesiuusziiu
gnanualnIwIARUT N9l TRINEITN YUIUNTVUNGUTRY LaZAIIUNTITITIY
madseTamans Sedulngiielestunisintuvessguadiol wimnaztuun
upsmsidulaiosmvesagunasislmivaz Aanssumemauiludinnianasiy nseudn
wanfionadiliifisswe uaglaeanudutadaninudilareideadsnaaddl
fos1inegunuaziosordenisAnuiiandeely udlufidanunsoyalddn il
annsafinnsanasuaielvdesradunguioudorfuldusiimnviiuazlsdedn
“a3un” wazUsznmanudufduvenanianvsmauiuuudiuunsiudaanuisuel
YBIAFUIATITeL il U

3. A0UAINYBINITANEIATUT

aa v A L

nanlainAsuIATIteAsAugnasweIn1sAnwazul neA1In “audnane”
Tuniivuneds 1) nmsiluyerrandnlunis@nwiiieafunssgiuisiuazauiunis

Y
aAa o o

mamauluniamievedng wazanuszifuvesnguirdItesinlinguigudug
fgatestuiulFfunsfnwiden 1Wu aAsu1vad uazaguderaiam
2) mnmsleneiilflunsinuasurdidedidvinadenisinmaguilugadesn
1 Tunsdlvesnguidoud AgULTies LaTATUIYAEN 9NENARUITNINENTDIATUN
Anwdnedu Tududaresuieiaanunmessnmsfinmaguilunwsuesanse sy
delifuianmavespauasssfumsfinmasunanofmaufisagiiu feil
¥158d A18d (Keyes, 1981), @haudd viuu1eu (Tambiah, 1984), lann
Yura (2534), mdaes 84U (Easum, 2013), LANLSETY U7 (Bowie, 2014b), uax

woa laau (Cohen, 2001) AnwiAsulridonargnAuvdlugiusnsegiiuisll vse

54



MNIEsigAansuaiguszAmauaans U0 9 aduil 2 (nsngrau-Suanau 2561): 49-86

“fuya-iuiiey” fihvessuiunsienituruiunsgiiugluniadanuiiededy
NsTINSNAIFAUINA19TReSTALN Ana1T N1 (2555) Wea Laweu (Cohen,
2002) uag Wizauy1y Sunails (2555) Anwiaguiasidelugiusnyisssunie
nsglwsdaidimnauiunadiedoftumaunmsluduursuAanssunisneadn
warysuUdvsalmauaniu aguiridelasunisundesiviaanidundnidluedn
dluesdguiiudnanvesumsaaun wagluvauzifeatuidungysssuguineus
ﬁiim.ﬂ,wﬂumuimiamaammwLLaua'ﬁwamumeaﬁiiuLwamiamﬁaummu
gANTEAT3STazanEY uanaInd Wyused aaasIn (2540) L sAnen
sukuunIsneaswarysuudwsalemauaniuluvuiunisagurasideluanu
UseiRaransiadane dau Tumes Sudu (Hinton, 1979), 93T Yy aTatan
(Srisawat, 1988), LazlulAa nsiiesa (Gravers, 2012, 2017) laAn®IVUIUNIT
AgUMazANLdIUSTUNguYARLg Tnslawizvinzndos Fanansunidunsanu
LazERANUVANTUYUIUNITATUT (VBIAgUIATITY ATUIUIT LagATuITE39A
i) Ussiuiihaulafeunumuesaguilugiusiinvessninguies saufeniy
MeAMTareIrINgEEIoNSANAMATUN wargaunnTal Sununmsiiediuiguay
mauvaswnnzvidssuuunvesmsiduaumevey

uonaNil falnuAnulutimdailinngivuiumsagurdidesendngu
wazyunedlyaig 1wy Tu uavisedu T3 (Bowie, 2014a) FaLUABusNLBIINAY
Taudeiusgaiunarsiiengseileulnilunismiuaugasdingulouienisinue
ymsisjadnfndvinisaninveseuduuilunisuisuaz msvenssunavesiglunis
AUANMAIAU uanant Tulssdiuresinsufoa anenisdunen iesavesds
AavzuazgUuuumsantnensslununoatns tasediemsmann vieudinges
dumanazanuiiuinszgnuesnsuiaiite Afudulssifuiitninmssuale
NYIHIUAUNIAIIUNTETI AUIINGLUIUYRY BATT M3anAesh (Treesahakiat,
2011) uay A3ANA oARNALLAT (2559) uananil feiluAnwiFesamundsuutas
YosguruNImauaziesevealilasasuiluefin 1wy asuvduazaguide
WANRIUIYDS VT TN T2uns (Buadaeng, 2014) Lﬁ'aﬁjLﬂswﬁﬂﬁﬁi"]iqa&ujéuammu
uaziAseesmannyeingulnsamnglunguninevdss nioudumsueminig
Fouselvlq Aunsedilunstilutegtu luuTunasughe-dnuiiudsuuusly 1wy
nMsideusafunszuaznisindeulnimamauiuuuiiuyivesnguigyazus
(U Tuzana) wis§znewieshudlouan Tuvaed weulsil Loofiu (win, 2017) Anw
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Jumgla “unsil” Sadunndavdnludiamemauiuuduuigaduianssy
feasne dunsalAnwivemsediiunslasuly 24989918 Ao ATUIAIMAILAZATUN
un Jadudhnsnoaauarysal fswsalmauaniulutig e, 2496-2522 Tu
mawie awhefigarsaedidsunsendedugiue “nsrguisiiuiediuu” Tuvned
asuIdmalasunisengedlaerndessglugiuy “asuiAsitowiadessne”
dmfunisfnwiaguisiuade wuidt lasunisiansanlugiugddunen
MInaguhenudnvazeslnegimils wu Wuskuyy Wufilufanssunis
foa¥smauanuuazdu uaziifRnamsiurusnainnguenaiiug eenslsiniu
Feviunadfelnduazanudulaniitad dnivinianadlddiauoyuues
Tumsiesssiimannnaneiiieuandliifiunududouvesvurunisaguludiagiiu
Tnefusziiuiiinaulaifeleafuruiuniseanauiuaznsainaunie 1o i1y
maiflondsdndnual Auresveu anudulnavesnsifuagul uazdeUdailaes
(pop culture) fvusnglusnuvas wea lawgu (Cohen, 2000a, 2000b) Tunsd
VBIATUIYYYL Wazaiau wavad (Ashley, 2011, 2017) lunsalvanguniiesias
Auduiusiungua1s1ss luamed Wndd ninzlon (Kataoka, 2017) o5u7e
rnudiugsswitaguiygdudvemanfluuinureunussrislneuasndoun
LarMsaeIuALINSTINSInduiievgaiuainnnadvesigud suns ghns
(Jirattikorn, 2016, 2017) AnW1ATUIYYUAIBLUINITYAIAAT (Semiotics) il
wandlifiudvsnavesdeansinavusenisairsiusunisvosaunainvate nguly
PALNIMALTNTR Suns auenuiunmsaguiygdudumnansfiunsdiy
sewirsiuiidnaand fuiuilafios ﬂgmﬂmaLﬂuam@uwaulmaLLaugﬂmmm
Ieetnaunnanalasgasnsiiiinanvainvatengy wu usiuyadmsugasmsilu
vestuidadetulunnsuuuadawasdutiovlonou (Pop lcon) dmsurudunans
g1lnedndrumils udnundnansduain YIYTTU Uaae (Buadaeng, 2014, 2017)
LATIERVUIUNITANAUNTINYIRVRIATUIEY AL UL SenIeUseinalne uay
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Ruveazussy Prawiliinegradudy
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Tunawmdelutisanummssuiiinumn (. 2530-2550) 3nudunaninnssuadnuun
foulunmamiedausnmssy 2530 tnglddin “asunailml” eusnlfifumi
wand1esenInensurlutagtuiuasunluein nszuaduundeulavinlinissug
Aedungurrsidelugiugisyswwesiesiunazgauaivasnsifiuaguiunivans
LATUNINTY waztgniskdngilasazunianas Tne “aguiaflui” enaudu
nszvumsaisagulaglduuninanindrunundusuuuiiiefganguiidete
Asns1 wieudunsléisnssadoiilensvaussdonuaan sveagay vinls
AU iideides tesy wasifidofomsnsdnnuinnegisiumnglisilutiagy

MnNIULLAnymail dlugnistesuuuifniiediaszsiagu
adelunufnwvesieu lnesziiuitnuresalgnedlanulnd@aduiuinig
vosfdou nviadadidumsfnulurisnafilndifestu egndlsfiay Sesafu
uarswazdeaiiuansessnitsnufinuisaesdull fsaunsogldluinerinug
atuauysalsialy (edgmad aaum, 2560; Nasee, 2018)

4. AFUILATMNTSY “AFUNBNUAE”

MeNTEUIUNINIUsEIRemans wwiAnkazn1sudivesaguitulagiu
naneifumunuresnuuaniamanvatefuandiiuinsuaniinaindedune
AsulueRnlinivInisg wu Unes wiAdu (Jackson, 1999a, 1999b) Wiy ARe1Y
(Kitiarsa, 1999, 2008, 2012), lo3u @fisd (Stengs, 2009), uazdadiu uiauaiiea
(McDaniel, 2011) lauanslitiunisujifuazaruainnimisanauludeny
wisasfelmiveslneMuasuntasld Yadenarseddidiusanlunsneguvesia
anudunmsludsnuadislmidaldsiunosuanuduagurasislnife liiady
doansuiavunazialuladnisdearsaifolvl nsadrsauiuaiouazainy
Jwdles sudsszuuasugianuunain lnenmsauwddddanudunmsadelvl
Aenmazvieuvesnuaulvaaznzlizunuuresgiviminismann (Kitiarsa,
2012) uenanil Arsduadielng (Modemity) SuinliiAindsiidendt “Ingaves
Assuasiy” (Crises of Modernity) fvilsifjausanlsisiuaslunnnztagtunasmiy
InnsioeauAn (Tanabe & Keyes, 2002, pp. 1-39) Wumudnisanulsiatesnm
wazIaANANnInlunsAUALLn s iinvesnues Aunarivldifiuiinis
dihdennatuaisvedlnedulfasdliAnuanimsanuagnsauuuinnisuar sl
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vosfiau fraulafie wnAndanuseleslufinsufoivemesaliolmifiinaus
fesriiunsuiRmsmaunluguuuuiinainvatsusldsunistui eannguau
Suunnfiinngiindsiunnsstu TuvasiRefugrusisilsananunnsujin
NFAUIANLAILLT DT IR Lﬁamauauaammé{aamsmﬁgﬂ,a}LLaz%mf‘;fgigmﬂu
szaviaan lngligafndunanaaounisenauiudiimnuiszdaduauninues
Hapnnmsiasrmogfiniy fasoufe Jegtuidinumessngnisainsitesy
vosngureendls Tuithznaninmnssudiidninadenissuiitesaguiadslvally
daumawile tufio “aguidnufa” sudsdeldudiannnguilaiiuge

1Mnssy “agundnufia” uiunivarenannnitaemessy 5uldlee
Anwal A3Uene TninmednuassinsTuduu fausseana wa. 2500 Tneues
maRntuLazilovesnsunasiolay Tnsufifmemauriudonuuluannse
Weaz “aIanuuazun” lasanigyinuesiuaguiaiite (Janwal asUiens,
2545, u.U.4.) Ims;lLLmﬁmﬁLﬁWﬁumﬂmimumﬂiﬂﬂgﬂ’]saiwwﬁwwﬁmé (M3aNNS
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