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Cross-border Trade Network in Thai-Laos Borderland

Natedao Taotawin® and Preuk Taotawin®

Abstract

Cross-border trade is a form of border trade which operated by border
traders. The article adopts an approach, proposing that border trade has unique
characteristics, which are different from trade in other areas in general, due to
physical and socio-economy conditions of border area. The main argument of
the article is that cross-border trade in the border area of Thai-Lao is
contributed by the “network” of cross-border trade that drive local businesses.
The cross- border trade network serves as a mechanism facilitating trade and
reducing transaction cost. In addition, the cross-border trade network serves as
a social space for facilitating information exchange and enabling new business
opportunity. Moreover, it is a mechanism used for breaking through the state
regulations that do not support the practices of cross-border traders. For the
border studies theory, the article suggests that intensive economic associations
between countries do not lead to borderlessness, but contribute to the
formation of various types of borders. As such, this study suggests that “border”
should be considered as a space of diverse social interactions which encompass

diversity, complexity and dynamic.

Keywords Cross-border Trade, Border Trade, Trading Network, Thai-Laos Borderland
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