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Women’s Lived Experiences, Gender and Sexualities:
An Analysis of Case Studies of Thai “Teenage Mothers”

and Lao Women Working at a Karaoke Restaurant in Thailand

Panitee Brown?

Abstract
This paper presents a critical analysis of the lived experiences of women, whose
gender and sexualities are formed through non-marriage relationships, and
accordingly are often stigmatized as “misconducts” and “social problems.” This
paper synthesizes arguments and draws from data presented in two Masters
theses: one on Thai adolescents’ pregnancies and another on Lao migrant
women who work at karaoke bars in Thailand. This paper addresses three key
issues. Firstly, it notes how economic, social, and cultural contexts constrain
women’s gender and sexualities. Case studies illustrate how dominant sexual
norms and patriarchal values have contributed to the social stigmatization of
certain women’s sexual behaviors as “deviance” or “social problems.” Second,
it looks at how women’s agency and survival strategies play a crucial role in
negotiation with economic and socio-cultural constraints. Finally, although social
networks play a significant part in providing women with various kinds of support,
their supportive roles should not be overemphasized. These networks are not

necessarily harmonious, and there can sometimes be tensions among actors.

Keywords Lived Experiences, Gender, Sexualities, Teenage Mothers, Migrant

Women
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aﬂmiaﬂlﬁﬁ]’mﬂ’m‘uaﬂ Boris and Parrenas (2010), Attwood, Hakin and Winch (2017), Yeates
(2005), Yeoh, Chee and Vu (2014) tJusiu
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lun1susenaue1Tnvegnys (Broadbridge, 2010; Maguire, 2016) LA38Y18N1H A
fatuayuniséreduvegmds (355ams Junzida, 2556; Curra, Garip, Chun, &
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