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The Left and Animals: Marx and the Question

of Animal Exploitation in Capitalism

Puangchon Unchanam?

Abstract
Leftist thinkers and social activists normally neglect the animal question. Even
though animals have been obviously, cruelly, and brutally exploited, the Left is
barely different from the Right when it comes to the animal question. That is, the
Left still holds prejudices against animals: they are inferior to humans; they are
supposed to be exploited by humans; and humans have nothing to do with the
animal question. As one of the most important thinkers of the Left, Karl Marx has
been frequently mentioned as the one who gave the Left a justification for human
prejudices against animals. As it is usually claimed, Marx himself thought that
humans are superior to animals, and he did not even see how animal exploitation
is relevant to capitalism. As a result, many leftists take it for granted that animal
exploitation is irrelevant to their struggle against capitalism. This article challenges
that popular assumption. It argues that although the animal question is not a major
topic in Marx’s writings, Marx did not hold prejudices against animals, and he did
not accept the idea that humans are superior to animals. Instead, Marx did pay
attention to and worry about animal exploitation in capitalism. Therefore, if leftists
today still hold on to Marx’s ideas as their inspiration, they should rethink their
positions. Their prejudices against animals must be rejected, and their struggle
against capitalism should be extended to include the question of animal

exploitation.

Keywords Animal, The Left, Marx, Capitalism, Exploitation
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1978a, p. 84)
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uindluvszgndldlunmsiinsginazinnstgminianadyaindailudenmuien
(EnIudsnedn saganmuwnfnwuurasadsndegegalss vannds uazliaiy
fila aunseiislindnitusedn oglsfonquivesuning) dredsiinAndiodevas au
iunsstu lidnesdunguiliiiuinnindlduindeiifienfisiodnd (Benton, 2011; Boggs,
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Sanbonmatsu, 2011; Torres, 2007) ‘vﬁaﬂ&j:u‘f?iLﬁu’jmﬁﬂsﬁlﬂuﬁﬂﬁmmﬁmmﬁﬁm
fudniAnnu (Bellamy & Clarke, 2018; Stache, 2018; Wilde, 2000; MacDonald, 2011;
Gunderson, 2011) Aifuiduiufimagdn wnwilifisaudnszninfenudng g
annsvemguiindndlinmngruent’ maudidaiudassleviianmm mns
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