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Public Participation in Decentralization Policy Making:

A Comparative Study of Thailand and UK
Chatthip Chaichakan® and Dararat Khampeng®

Abstract
This research aims to examine public participations in decentralized policy making
in UK and Thailand, and compare determinants and contexts of the participation
in these two countries. It is based on decentralization theories, Arnstein’s
participation approach, and Kingdon’s multiple-stream policy approach. This
study employs qualitative methodology which consists of documentary research
as data collection method and content analysis as data analysis method.
Evidently, the research found that public participations in decentralization policy
making in UK and Thailand have one thing in common, which is policy advocacy
by elites. Generally, this is a game of pulling and hauling between central and
local elites. On the other hand, the two countries differ in two matters. One is
that the participation in UK appears in more forms than those appear in Thailand.
Another is that, regarding different contexts between the two cases,
decentralization in UK have evolved into independence issue while Thailand

remains in decentralization-to-recentralization cycle.

Keywords Decentralization, Public Participation, Policy Making, Multiple-stream
Approach
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