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Protest and Politicized Collective Identity:
A Case Study of "Democratic Identity" Dynamics

through Protests in Myanmar

Nattapon Tantrakoonsab?

Abstract
Myanmar is one of the countries facing an identity crisis that people are divided
on the basis of ethnic identity. This article argues that the protests that have been
taking place in Myanmar since independence have led to the formation of a
common political identity. This "democratic" identity became completely social
identity when the state shared after the 2010 elections. However, President Thein
Sein’s government has played an important role in redefining “democracy”. The
new definition, however, shows the influence of the military remains in Myanmar's
politics. This argument is based on both documentary and field research focusing
on documents and interviews with people involved in the 1974, 1988 and 2007
protests, as well as those during President Thein Sein’s rule. Qualitative data
analysis was conducted through a framework of "politicized collective identity",
which considers the process of identity building as a form of political struggle to
create conceptual ideas on the implications of protest and the current Myanmar

politics.

Keywords Myanmar, Protest, Identity Crisis, Politicized Collective Identity
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2014, p. 10) Ing Klandermans (2014) L#uINNIEUIUAITAS19ORANBAIAUN USO8
snlisanannisuseiansmaides Ineduhnssuiunsiietunen Wunssuiums
ffudonans \Wunszuviunisdundounisuseiing sudadunasinnisuseiae
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anas fatu ngfnssunguisinlugnmavdsulassairssrunaludsaudaeluinefian
Tne Simon way Klandermans Matldiiudunouddalunssuiumsadssndnualisau
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safuluuunumaiifivessadnuaidammad dddufiaadunisadiannumneliity
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Tulssmuaasalyl wagvsnedlaedinduussnuhlsemadnion udmnduruiunis
dnfeuinfnviazndunszasd Alfidrsunisussinduadilnaisdunieds
fustinsiiduuds warlushefigafversrsgnineulumhsnuniadgimun wasield
Tudunisusediadivgduafausnvesnat fidnnsSenfelizuialianuddydu
naUselovivasUszanau (Seekins, 2005) agnslsin nsiduniosndsiudavasneianing
mnuAssiufiasteiionfesnde uarhiduaiiosidrmuauaniunisallagldai
suuss Tuudidgmunnviesdananefulssduissuiagnidendodinouauasdedsny
nanefugumsarueusssumanmadiesiigniFenfeafisuniy
gusoureUsTIIMIE U EldLandliifiudnadilunisusilng/lud
a.a. 1988 laedadundedluiFestlymunniiosinanduinusngnads mnusdldiaun
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soulaungresigviny mnusduansaulineladessueudinuleniiduman anve
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1
nndrso1gdaudiindniion w1y uazdaseny (Tucker, 2001, p. 228) dnvian1s
Aumuibildfntuansludiesdsuasinmaadtaurgudnansgusurasam
il mnuddaRatuluaiuiivesnguenfitugdug Sndne faiunsdledemans
vessgueg fnfunilomarsigariu nesfiflomarsvesizaruuagiiuiivinlnaduy
(Fink, 2001, p. 58) uandlfiuinnsuseimslilmdufissanzanssvsniniumdy
MszveInguIRRLEauY Mo Shdnuallmidirainiuainnisussisiadusndnual
$amvosnAdILseg Aanunsafaiuanudundiug
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YATUOIUNINABIWIY T5YTHURY 1IN o Lafduaanes Tuiuil 26 Asvinew e,
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flaenndestuainim uasdulugaunisalifeafiadranruduuddstuduinm fudy
UizﬁmﬁﬂlmEJ?NLﬂuqmmmiailﬁmﬁLiﬂmiﬁmﬁmﬂmma” (Aung & Aris, 1991, p. 200)
Fevilvionswugd naneidufihveshesiosu wandudydnvaiddyuesnstuindou
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