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Abstract
In the context of complex economic and social challenges, the national budget
serves as a crucial mechanism for driving sustainable development. This article
presents a transformative approach to the national budgeting process by
integrating Zero- Based Budgeting ( ZBB) and Participatory Budgeting ( PB),
with a focus on enhancing transparency, efficiency, and responsiveness to societal
needs in the digital era. ZBB is a budgeting approach that involves
a comprehensive analysis of expenditures from a zero base each fiscal year,
independent of prior budget allocations. This approach enables the prioritization
of resources based on actual necessities and promotes efficient public spending.
In contrast, PB empowers citizens to participate in budgetary decision-making,
ensuring that resource allocation more accurately reflects public needs.
This article argues that integrating these two approaches can strike a balance
between fiscal efficiency and democratic legitimacy. Furthermore, digital
technology plays a pivotal role in supporting the integration of ZBB and PB by
increasing transparency, expanding access to information, and fostering broader
citizen engagement. The article also examines the social and economic impacts
of this integrated approach, emphasizing the importance of sustainability across
social, economic, and environmental dimensions. Ultimately, the article offers
policy recommendations for the future development of the budgeting process,
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highlighting the necessity of further research on the integration of ZBB and PB
alongside the appropriate use of digital technology. Such integration is essential
for establishing a budgeting process that effectively addresses the challenges of
the digital era and ensures the long-term sustainability of Thailand’ s socio-
economic transformation.

Keywords Zero-Based  Budgeting, Participatory  Budgeting,  Deliberative
Democracy, Sustainability in the Digital Era
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