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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to elucidate the correlation between the beliefs and lifestyle
practices of fishermen, as depicted through the Ko Lae boat painting patterns in Narathiwat
Province. The study involved 15 key informants, comprising Ko Lae boat makers, painters, and
fishermen who own Ko Lae boats. Utilizing semi-structured interviews and group discussions,
the research explored the fishermen's beliefs and way of life as depicted in Ko Lae boat paintings.
Content analysis was employed to analyze the gathered data. The findings of the study revealed
two main points: 1) the beliefs and lifestyle of fishermen are intricately intertwined with the
design of the Ko Lae boat, rooted in local myths and traditions passed down through generations.
For example, myths such as Burongsingo, Khakhasura, and singing birds illustrate a strong
connection to fishing activities, reflecting the community's way of life depicted in Ko Lae boat
art. 2) The design of Ko Lae boat paintings reflects the fishermen's beliefs and cultural clashes
within the community, influenced by local tales, beliefs, and environmental surroundings.
The diverse sea-based cultures impact the creation of aesthetically pleasing designs by Ko Lae
boat painters, infused with passion and concealed with convictions, spirit, and originality.
These patterns embody regional expertise and the community's way of life.
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