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Abstract

Place-based education is a relatively new term
in the education reform era around the world that
emphasizes the use of local resources, people, and
environments to engage students in learning about
and developing their community. It is also commonly
referred to as pedagogy of place, place-based
learning, and outdoor education. Three major
principles underlie place-based education. First, true
learning is interdisciplinary and authentic. Second,
place-based education works best when supported
by local partnerships and organizations. Finally,
local learning serves as the foundation for a greater
understanding on complex regional and global
issues. Research indicates that a place-based
instructional approach can increase student active
engagement, make the curriculum more authentic
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and relevant for students, and help make the
difference in communities.

Keywords: place-based education, school curriculum,
community contexts, authentic learning,

integrated learning
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