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Abstract

In an age in which the humanities at the
international level are awakening from a state of
theoretical fixation, the importance of having access
to primary sources is becoming more apparent. The
use of archival materials enables researchers to give
concrete answers to research questions, which
naturally lends credibility to their research findings.
The author discusses the tripartite relationships
among the following factors: 1) The accumulation
and preservation of data in the form of archival
materials; 2) The systematic management of these
materials that should create public awareness of
cultural heritage and at the same time respond to
scholarly needs; and 3) The utilization by, and the
role of, users, which is the ultimate goal of all
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archival activities. The author offers analyses of case
studies based on general as well as his own
experiences, both in foreign and Thai contexts, in
order to reaffirm the point that archival materials
can give answers that are denied to other forms of
data. In Thailand, systematic archival enterprises
are only just beginning and need all kinds of support.
Not only the humanities are experiencing an archival
renaissance, but other fields of study, such as the
visual arts, are becoming conscious of the potential
of archival data in enhancing the understanding and
appreciation of the arts. On the negative side, the
neglect or destruction of archival materials can leave
irreparable knowledge gaps, as may be witnessed
from the case of the history of modern Thai theatre.

Keywords : archive, humanities, primary source,
research
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