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Abstract

A democratic process has existed in India since
ancient times in the form of village self rule set up.
Under this system village members had the right to
vote and develop their own constitution. 5 old men
were elected by the villagers as their leaders. Village
elders or these 5 elected representatives constituted
the Panchayat or the Village Sabha. The Panchayat
was responsible for settling disputes and taking
important decisions pertaining to general or religious
laws, and members of the village communities were
expected to respect and honour the decisions and
judgements of the Panchayat. This article focuses
on studying this form of local self government in
India from ancient times to the present day. The
functioning of the Panchayat system is based on the
accumulated knowledge, wisdom and a political
administration heritage that has been and still
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continues to be handed down from one generation
to the next. The paper also highlights how the
villages have been and still continues to be the ‘heart
of India’. Under the Panchayat system, each village
could be viewed as a little republic with its leaders
being guided by religious and moral codes of
conduct. The evolution of the Panchayat system will
be studied through various time periods — the Vedic
era, the Indian empires, the British Raj and finally
from post independence to present day. Panchayati
Raj system under Indian Constitution is still
epoc-making till today.

Keywords: Local Self-Government, Panchayat,
Panchayati Raj, Village, Village Elders
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