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Abstract

The concept of “dialogue” in the present article
is multifaceted. It embraces personal communication,
academic exchange. (face-to-face, print and online),
“imaginary dialogue” between partners separated by
spatial and temporal distance (as constructed by
scholars), and such non-verbal medium as music. The
emphasis on cross-cultural dialogue is in consonance
with the author’s specialization in Modern Languages
and Comparative Literature, as he refers to his
experience of publishing academic works in the West,
in Western languages and on Western subjects. It can
be observed that contributions of quality by non-native
speakers are recognized by native speakers, as may be
witnessed in the fields of German Studies and Thai
Studies, which have become “international” disciplines.
Case studies related to the author’s own research defy
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the simplistic notion of immediate or short-term impact
either in the academic world or in society. Both
obsolescence and breakthrough are phenomena that
must be handled with extreme caution in the
humanities which operate on long-term assimilation
requiring meticulous analysis and deep reflection. The
author demonstrates this long-term process with the
case of the German Romantic thinker, critic and
scholar, August Wilhelm Schlegel, whose latest
“rebirth” is propelled by the monumental research
work of a British Germanist, who also draws
extensively on the present author’s monograph
published 51 years ago. The author concludes his
argument with a philosophical-cum-theological
proposition: a commitment to cross-cultural dialogue
is concomitant with the learning and mastery of foreign
languages, which may be interpreted as a liberation
(however partial) from “the Curse of Babel”

Keywords: Dialogue, Cross-cultural dialogue,
Research, Research impact, Foreign
languages, Humanities, August Wilhelm
Schlegel, The “Curse of Babel”
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