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Abstract

This research aims to analyze moral values in Thai literary works in respect
of honesty inculcation. 53 novels by Thai national artists from the literature
branch are studied. Each of them has been reproduced in the forms of either TV
dramas or movies three or more times. The research uses content analysis and
language analysis in aesthetic and ethical perspectives.

The analysis of main ideas and characters’ behavior in the 53 novels
indicates that the value of aesthetics is caused by emotions, susceptibility,
sadness, impressions, and fear. The aesthetics give rise to the reader’s imaginative
participation in the characters’ points of view, understanding their emotions and
thoughts. Thus, it can be said that aesthetic values have the power to spark ideas
and create ethical values that the reader realizes in virtue of honesty from

characters’ actions. Through the aesthetic values, the reader understands more of
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the characters’ actions and perceives the ideas and attitude, as well as realizes
ethical values in respect of the honesty of the characters. The ethical values in
the novels can be classified as follows:

Honesty to oneself can be divided into keeping one’s words, thoughts and
actions in each of the 53 novels, keeping promises in 27 of the novels, following
rules and laws in 26 of the novels, avoiding causing others to suffer, avoiding
taking advantage of others, and avoiding blaming others in all 53 novels.

Respect for duty can be divided into performing one’s duty according to
law as best as one can in 36 of the novels, avoiding favoritism in order to gain
personal interest and benefit without fearing the law in of the 20 novels, and
working with transparency and willing to be investigated in 3 of the novels.

Honesty towards society and nation can be divided into keeping promises
not to harm society and the country with loyalty to the nation, religion and king as
well as taking into account social and national welfare in 16 of the novels, and
valuing the law and realizing one’s duty as a Thai citizen not to ignore social
problems in 9 of the novels.

Based on the above data, the most frequent moral values in the novels
consist of honesty to oneself followed by respect for duties and honesty towards
society and country, in descending order. Therefore, the promotion of inculcating
moral values of honesty must begin with honesty to oneself in order to step
towards respect for duties and honesty towards society and country. When human
beings respect themselves and are honest to themselves, the very basic self
begins to develop, and this will lead to the development of society and country

accordingly.

Keywords: Promoting / Analyze Moral / Honesty / Value / Thai Literature
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