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Abstract

This article aims to analyse the event particles and narrative types in the tale of
"Tiger Yen," as well as to examine the relationship between the story and the social and
cultural context of the Tai ethnic group. The study found that the event particles in
the tale of "Tiger Yen" can be classified into two narrative types: the story of a man
transforming into a Tiger Yen, and the story of a monk transforming into a Tiger Yen.
The key element that gives the tale its magical quality is the transformation from a human
into a tiger, which is a universal motif in folktales. The relationship between the story
and the social and culture context showed that the tale of "Tiger Yen" reflects
the connection between the story and the beliefs of various Tai subgroups, including
the belief that tigers are ancestral beings, the belief in tigers as powerful creatures,
as well as the long-standing traditional and Buddhist beliefs embodied by the monks,
which have been deeply intertwined with the Tai people's way of life for an extended

period.
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Table 1 The Index of Events and Narrative Particles in the Story of the Yen Tiger of
the Tai People

The Index of Events and Narrative Particles in the Story of the Yen Tiger of
Category
the Tai People
A A Az As Aq
The general Yen Tiger’s A merchant A woman A young
condition of son from a foreign hunter
the main land
character
B B: B> Bs
The reason People in Traveling for Going to
for meeting the house trade visit the
the Yen tiger rice field -
hunting
C G C G
The location A house Rice field - Temple
where the forest
Yen tiger is
encountered
D D1 D2
The An old man | A young man
transformatio | transforming | transforming
n from a man | into the Yen | into the Yen
into the Yen tiger tiger
tiger
E 4 E>
The A wandering | A monk with
transformatio monk magical spells
n of a monk | transforming | transforming
into the Yen | into the Yen | into the Yen
tiger tiger tiger
F Fi F, Fs Fq Fs Fe
The weapons | Tying it with | Casting spells Using a Shooting Cutting | Weaving a
used to fight chains on it broom to | withagun | witha | magic cow
the Yen tiger strike knife and
casting
spells on
it
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The Index of Events and Narrative Particles in the Story of the Yen Tiger of

Category
the Tai People
G Gy Gz Gs Gq
The ending of | The main The Yen tiger | The Yen The main
the story character escapes tiger kills character
defeats the the main ties the
Yen tiger, character Yen tiger
causing the up
Yen tiger to
die
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