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ABSTRACT

This article has the main purpose to study citizenship and self-governance
of Thai communities by reviewing the theoretical concepts related to citizenship,
community self-governance and examine secondary data of the 15 best practices
of Thai community’s leaders to summarise the theoretical framework about
citizenship, under the self-governance of Thai’'s communities.

The study found the elements of community self-governance include: 4
conditions, 3 mechanisms, 3 processes, 4 tools and 4 goals/results and can
create the conclusion about the meaning and characteristics of “Civic Virtue”
as follows:

Citizenship in the context of community self-governance is a citizen in
the sense of coming together as a group, community or society. A citizen is
someone who has “the great feature of citizenship” or civic virtue means a
feature that demonstrate consciousness, upholding morals or ethics and has
actions or behaviour for the public interest.

The main features of Civic Virtue are:

1. Features on the rights and duties of citizens consist of three sub-features
include: the understanding of the rights and duties of citizens, participation in
community or society and to respect the rules of the community or society.

2. Features on the social interaction of citizens consist of four sub-features
include: a sense of community belonging, interaction with others, self-reliance
or interdependence within the community and upholding the principle of
brotherhood.

3. Features on the morals or ethics of citizens consist of three sub-features
which include: public mind/public consciousness, rationality and upholding
morals or ethics for the public interest.

4. Features on the citizenship for development consist of five sub-features
which include: leadership, self-awareness, daring to confront problems and

disappointment, creative thinking and an open mind to learn new things.

Keywords: Citizenship, Community Self-governance
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