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Abstract

The Indo-Pacific region has become a strategic arena for great power rivalry, resulting in complex inter-state
relations, alliance formation, and the establishment of regional cooperation frameworks. Positioned at the
strategic heart of this region, Thailand must adapt its strategy to align with the evolving geopolitical landscape.
Consequently, Thailand faces opportunities and challenges in defining its appropriate role and posture.

This study finds that Thailand’s geographical location offers advantageous connectivity potential. The country
maintains deep-rooted and familial ties with the People’s Republic of China while preserving a long-standing
friendship with the United States. Therefore, Thailand must carefully craft its role, stance, and policies to foster
balanced cooperation with significant powers. Maintaining friendly relations with both sides, diversifying
dependencies, and preserving strategic equilibrium are essential to harmonize regional interests within ASEAN.
Such an approach will enhance Thailand’s credibility among its partners and strengthen regional alliances,
thereby contributing to the balance of power in Southeast Asia.

Furthermore, Thailand should expand relations with other major powers, such as Russia and India, to
counterbalance and mitigate tensions between the United States and China. Thailand ought to leverage
its central position in the region to enhance national capabilities through infrastructure connectivity within
ASEAN. This can be achieved by utilizing mechanisms such as the East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC) and
the Southern Economic Corridor (SEC), transforming Thailand into a regional hub for transportation and
infrastructure in Southeast Asia. Finally, Thailand should promote its distinctive soft power, such as Thai cul-
ture, cuisine, Muay Thai, and traditional performing arts, to support its political and military influence, while

strengthening international relations tangibly and constructively.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific Region, Indo-Pacific Strategy, Belt and Road Initiative, International Order, Geopolitics
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