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It is with pride and honor of all members of the National Defence College
(NDC) and alumni in having invaluable opportunities to participate and observe
another term of the most significant transforming period of the NDC. To a
great extent, values of the NDC would be greater if all relevant stakeholders
must not behave as only a spectator but a performer. In fact, this year is
the 60th year anniversary of the NDC founded in AD. 1955 when the
country and region confronted with factors that caused the ideological divide.
In this respect, it was the time of the ideological struggle which remarkably
shaped the unity and national identities within the landscape of transforming

phase of global politics.
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For more than two decades after the founding of the NDC that the

nation’s leaders and generations of executives have agreed to use the NDC
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as a meeting venue for CEO and top administrators. Essentially, the
purposes of the aforesaid meeting place are to provide the opportunity for top
executives to exchange vital information and cooperatively solve critical issues
as well as present the advanced strategic approaches for preventing threats to

the national security that are going to occur after the period of the Cold War.
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At the phase of the beginning, NDC students were forced to come
together by necessity from all directions (including civilian, military and police)
as a result of political developments nationally and internationally. In fact, former
executives and members of the first generation of the NDC who are still alive
and are going to celebrate over nine decades of their ages such as General
(ret) Chaveng Youngcharoen, 93, General (ret.) Saiyud Kerdphol, 92 and the
rest are watching with curious queries to the NDC such as what are we doing,
what are we going to accomplish and what are we aiming for in the year 2055,

the 100th year anniversary of the NDC.

Tuznetl 2530 “157” N3N Wa.L.IHT Y gouve Tl (UIN. PRUEUY) aBaLY
AwEAkazANT DY (1596u) TsRnaTuInANIY — tingsha g

a o

nIzuIuMILRzinIaduanuiuesssiumd Felandngns Use. dudndunsia

¥
v a a o o

senfraulusuduanuiuassdvgnsmansisdgbednasmils nafoade. 1Ju
anutnhssdumnauiaifsesedeiinafidindnm Huniuisanutuedldgega
wazpuwiign (1 T wisnsegsami) uasihefigaaiunseist 2546 1inamsiiles
dainenasnysaitnidaasanugtuuuanasiussUuunnifiidogadu

In the year 1987, we knew that General Chatchai Chunhawan (the Prime
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Minister at that time) saw the importance and necessity of the
inclusion of private and business sectors into the process of national
security discussion. In this connection, the National Defence Course for the
Joint State-Private Sectors was established as one of the core courses of the
NDC curriculum which was considered as one of the most important strategic
achievements in the national security realm. Consequently, NDC of Thailand has
become the only leading educational institution in Asia which could group
together highest number of participants attending the national security study
(1 year of being together). Ultimately, the political sector was included into the
NDC educational system in A.D.2003 which clearly enriched the studies of

newly emerging national security model.
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At present, we enter into the critical juncture of global affairs which a
world-class and national level institution on the political, security and
strategic studies is needed in all regions of the world. To a great extent, the
aforesaid leading institutions are used as a venue for brainstorming
so as to prepare the readiness of the nation in solving security issues,
transnational and critical challenges. As a result, most or least, the
aforementioned brainstorming venue or think tank would conquer and achieve
the common goal in providing happiness and well-being for half a billion
people in ASEAN and 7 billion of global population in less than the next 50

years.
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In today’s world, there are more than Bi-polarism but there is not any
multilateral powerful mechanism that can be used to maintain stability and
security of the world as we want. Despite the efforts of the United Nations
which have exerted and focused on the concept of regional management as a
heart or center of operations (Centre of Gravity), the expectations on solving
various national and regional challenges have been put on invaluable and
potential institutions or schools of thought which act as a credible think tank
that portray a platform for handling all kinds of challenges nationally and

regionally.
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We used to have security problems and internally institutional management
issues within both inside and outside the Armed Forces. In addition, we are
also having long-term management issues in the national security which the
issues extend to the problem of determining a real host on the issues of
national stability and strategy (not less than 60 years). Therefore, we will help
bridging the gap of understanding that NDC members and alumni need to
strengthen the NDC so as to become one of the strongest supportive pillars
for the national security regarding the knowledge- base of all citizens, careers

and regions.
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According to the definition of stability in the political and strategic
managements, there are a number of pilot projects which have been
conducted and operated in grassroots community. However, we must have the
common national norm which can be used to operate a common process
between NDC personnel and alumni for tackling problems of instability and
preventing the clash of ideas as well as the likelihood of a confrontation between

the national citizen and among the nations in the region.
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On February 2nd, 2015, NDC will organize the celebration of the 60th Year
anniversary which the age of NDC will become 100 years old in the next 40
years. Thus, it is reasonably clear that NDC’s founding fathers and early
generations of administrators hope to see NDC as the leading institution of the
country and ASEAN. Despite the fact that many leading institutions in the world
are focusing on the excellence of the interdisciplinary studies, NDC is facing
the critical situation in terms of national and regional security. Nevertheless,
nobody would blame NDC for the procrastination of the development of any

beneficial aspects in the past 60 years because this year is the first important
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step and the year of change. In addition to that the development and reform
for the NDC and the nation as one could say is the turning point of NDC and

other leading institutions in the region.
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From the age of 61 years onwards, NDC requires bonding
responsibility of everyone in the nation and ASEAN in order to step forward
into the new interdisciplinary model of security management. It is
reasonably clear that, time is the most expensive costs for investing in everything
and no one has enough time to accomplish every matter. In this connection,
hence, NDC students and alumni have to contribute all of their efforts so as
to ensure the result of all activities on achieving the goal: Benefit to the public
interest. In doing so, NDC members must use their knowledge and wisdom
in terms of sustainability analyzing and synthesizing interdisciplinary studies.
Significantly, one of the most important strategies is to have a leading institution
on strategy and national security for providing vital knowledge to people.
Furthermore, the aforesaid institution can be considered as a place or breeding
ground for continuously indoctrination on national security matters. In this respect,
the creation of the NDC juvenile program might essentially be one of the most
effective choices that can create concrete outcomes for us on solving various

national security issues.
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Leading senior members of the NDC are looking forward to seeing the
glorious future of the NDC (I hope so, as always); however, there are a number
of relevant stakeholders who hold opposite views. In addition, for the NDC
supporters, they are hoping to see significant achievements in the 100th year
anniversary which NDC in the year 2055 will portray the new and fresh hopes
with progressive and realistic options for both Thais and the region. NDC at the
100th year will hold great potential in creating fundamental ideas of national
stability for creating vital benefits to the region and the world. Hence, it will
depend on NDC members and members of NDC juvenile program representing
the seeds which are building strong foundations of ideas for stepping forward
into the future with the challenges and opportunities of a better future.
Furthermore, if anyone believes that “we can do it — we can do the best of our
part”, this belief will essentially become strength for all NDC members in truly
visualizing the NDC in 100th year anniversary as “the premier national institute

on strategy and security interdisciplinary studies”.
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