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ABSTRACT

Natural resources and the environment are essential foundations of Thailand’s
economic and social development that also have ramifications for the wellbeing of
its people. Thailand has faced many natural disasters, especially droughts, which
are considered a national threat caused by deforestation, land invasion and the
changing global climate. Such activities cause water supply shortages, reduced
productivity, and migration to cities, at an excessive cost to the government.

The current government realises these problems and, as such, has
formulated natural resource management and environmental conservation policies
covering environmental conservation and protection, forests and wild animals. The
policies focus on solving the problems of forest trespassing, managing boundary
lines, helping poor farmers who have no land and preventing trespassing on forest
reserves. Furthermore, the policies will promote conservation and consumption of
biological resources and sustainable varieties of biodiversity and emphasise land
management in line with His Majesty the King’s initiatives, in turn resolving flood
problems and water shortages. Furthermore, the policies will address water
management integration, air pollution control, and garbage and wastewater issues.

The government must collaborate with the public to systematically improve
the management of natural resources and the environment. It will help solve the
deforestation problem and restore and increase forest areas. To achieve this, the
government must push forward legislation governing land usage and related
resources and determine economic plantation areas, including ensuring effective
planning of economic planting zones.

In line with the master plan for flood management, the government will
build dykes and improve the water diversion canals and flood-ways, while
safeguarding the quality of underground water resources. Supplies of water for
agriculture and consumption will be managed sustainably.
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