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ABSTRACT

Natural resources and the environment are essential foundations of Thailand’s
economic and social development that also have ramifications for the wellbeing of
its people. Thailand has faced many natural disasters, especially droughts, which
are considered a national threat caused by deforestation, land invasion and the
changing global climate. Such activities cause water supply shortages, reduced
productivity, and migration to cities, at an excessive cost to the government.

The current government has realized the mentioned problems and thus
imposed policies related to natural resource management and environmental
conservation covering the protection and rehabilitation policies of forest
protected areas and wildlife sanctuaries. The emphases are put on solutions to
problems of trespass to land, fences on boundary lines, shortage of farmland
and trespassing into forest reserve. Furthermore, the government should
consider cancelling or reviewing the policies that may lead to forest trespassing
and deforestation. Also, the remaining forested areas must be reserved,
maintained, restored and expanded. In addition to the forest conservation, the
government should give priority to sustainable resource utilization, increased

administration of justice efficiency and public participation in forest management.
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