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ABSTRACT

The special economic zones (SEZ) along the border are important
for the national development and livelihood improvement for the people.
The previous governments have never substantially implemented the
special economic zones’ policy. That continuously makes our country lose
an opportunity to stabilize the economy and enhance Thailand’s
competitiveness in the neighboring countries for a long time. However, the
government led by Prime Minister Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha recognizes the
importance of reforming the country in all dimensions to restore the
happiness of people especially in the economic dimension. The government
launches a policy to set up special economic zones for supporting the
ASEAN Community in 2015. The first phase is to speed up the process
in five border areas, including Mae Sot, Aranyaprathet, Trat, Mukdahan,
and Sadao (Sadao and Padang Besar customs checkpoints), an
expectation of the whole country especially the majority of the population
who earn less and want to improve their own living sustainability. The
SEZs can provide great potential on economic development, on the
contrary there might be social and environmental impacts which have to

be taken into account.
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