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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the Maritime Silk Road strategy, the People’s
Republic of China’s strategic initiative, to propel China to international level and
restore China’s status as superpower as it has successfully done in the past;
when the Empire of China was recognised as the hub of Silk Road. The study
will explore factors caused China to revive the Maritime Silk Road as we follows
policies, procedures, activities and projects resulting from the Maritime Silk Road
strategy, the opportunities and threats it creates to countries in Southeast Asia
are also thoroughly examined. This research will create better understanding and
recognition of the importance of the Maritime Silk Road strategy. The information
gained can also be incorporated into Thailand’s strategic planning in response
to China’s Maritime Silk Road strategy, so that Thailand can adopt measures to
respond and gain advantages from various projects that are part of the Chinese
strategy in the 21st century.

The study finds that the Maritime Silk Road strategy is part of China’s
approach strategy under One Belt One Road framework proposed by Chinese
President Xi Jinping to expand China’s global influence and to counter the United
States influence. The move will also help reduce the international conflicts,
especially maritime territorial disputes, and sustainably develop China’s economic
growth by expanding China’s soft power by establishing connectivity and
cooperation with various countries in Southeast Asia, Central Asia, South Asia,
Middle East, Africa, and Europe. Chinese government will utilise the Maritime Silk
Road strategy, a core mechanism to induce multidimensional connectivity with
China’s economic corridor, to increase maritime cooperation within ASEAN which
will assist in mobilising the relation between China and Southeast Asia from
the Golden Decade to the Diamond Decade. In addition, this cooperation will
possibly ease the tension between China and opposing parties in South China
Sea dispute and build positive image for the Chinese Government as the friendly

major power in the world community.
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