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A development model for integrated social synergy networks for community economy

development
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: 1) to analyze the conditions of social synergy networks and
guidelines for building integrated social synergy networks for community economic development in
Khonsawan District, Chaiyaphum Province; 2) to create a development model for integrated social
synergy networks; 3) to develop an integrated social synergy network; and 4) to evaluate community
satisfaction with and the appropriateness of the development model for integrated social synergy
networks. The research applied qualitative, quantitative and action research approaches. The target
group comprised 200 leaders, deputy leaders, committee members, and network members. Data was
collected by means of interviews, a workshop, expert meetings, a participatory workshop, and the
evaluation of model satisfaction and appropriateness. The instruments employed were interview
schedules, workshop field notes, questionnaires and evaluation forms. Data was analyzed by means of
content analysis and descriptive statistics (percentage, mean and standard deviation).

The results of the study were as follows:

1. The conditions of the social synergy network of the various occupational groups of
Khonsawan District include the transfer of the wisdom from generation to generation, government support
for occupation groups through village funds, and using network principles to determine the structure of
each profession to drive development. The power of social networking is derived from the following
factors: 1) leadership; 2) collaboration between members of the networking group; 3) networking

coordination; 4) networking communication; 5) networking exchange; 6) fully cycled linkage of production

[106]



activities; 7) local wisdom; and 8) social capital, which is greatly strengthened by integrated social
networking.

2. The development model for integrated social synergy networks for community economic
development comprises participatory operation and coordination, careful selection of leaders and
members, defining a pattern of management with clearly determined common goals at each level, and
identifying appropriate activities for a variety of aspects of network development. These factors facilitate
productivity in the network, enable it to carry out integrative plans for systematic community economic
development, and facilitate effective assessment and monitoring of compliance.

3. The development of integrated social synergy networks for the community economy involves
a process of practice steps for the network development plan with two target occupation groups, namely
producers of Mudmee silk and those involved in cattle and buffalo husbandry. The steps comprise the
activity of the selected members, planning for common development, defining development activities for
learning, selection of species, developing agricultural systems to enhance the efficiency of production,
and the development of concepts for the private development of a variety of products to enhance
marketing choice and increase sales. These steps result in the development of an integrated social
synergy network to facilitate the development of a community economy at each level.

4. The evaluation of community satisfaction with and the suitability of the development model for
integrated social synergy networks for community economy development involved integrated networking.
This process of networking found that the boards of networking groups have appropriate competencies
(with a high score of 4.10). With regard to network elements, it was found that network boards are diligent
in paying attention to serving members of the network (with a high score of 4.20). With regard to
community economy development, it was found that members have been educated about the community
economy concept (with a high score of 4.42). With regard to the environment of the network location, it
was found that management of the venue for service members was conducted appropriately (with a high
score of 4.03). Finally, the results of the assessment of the development model for integrated social
synergy networks gave rise to a model of cooperative competency development in groups and sharing
networks based on leadership in driving coordination and participation in management and quality

production distribution.

Keywords: network development, social synergy network, integrated social synergy network
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