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Existence of Thai farmers: A case study of Thai farmers in Lopburi province
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Abstract
The objectives of this study were to investigate the current situations; to find out the factors affecting
the existence and to identify the problems in their cause of living and make some recommendations to solve of
Thai farmers in Lopburi province. In this qualitative research, the data were 45 key informants, consisting of
farmers and agricultural officers at the district and the provincial levels in Lopburi province.
It was found that there were the number of farmers in the irrigated areas was increased. Conversely,
the number of farmers outside the irrigated areas was reduced. In addition it was found that the number of

farmers in Lopburi province tended to increase partly because of the differences in the policy of each
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government. The main factors affecting the cause of living of Thai farmer in Lopburi province were: 1) the

factors contributing to the existence of Thai farmers and 2) the factors contributing to the giving up of farming

The problems related to the existence of farmers in Lopburi province were: 1) Water sources and

natural disaster. 2) The interference of local politicians 3) the seeds were of low quality 4) there was price

uncertainty and transportation was not convenient.

populist policies.

5) The government spoiled them by giving aid though

Recommendations 1) The philosophy of self-sufficiency economy followed the new

agricultural theory 2) Farmers should be given more knowledge on rice seeds 3) The government should more

seriously support the agricultural sector. However, the populist policy should be reduced.

Keywords: existence, farmers in Lopburi province.
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