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Criminal liability of persons purchasing pirated cd and movie
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Abstract

This thesis scrutinizes the criminal liability of a person who buys copyright infringing cinematographic
work and sound recording product. One important factor of the infringement upon cinematographic work and
sound recording is ‘the buyer’. Once there is a demand, there is always a supply. The more demand, the more
supply. Consequently, the infringement of copyrighted cinematographic work and sound recording product's
supply chain inevitably occurs. Hence, it is very vital that concerned authorities should create effective
measures to hinder process of the copyright infringement upon cinematographic work and sound recording.

It can be said, from the study, that a person who buys copyright infringing cinematographic work and

sound recording product is considered as an accessory of the copyright infringer (the wrongdoer). The buyer

'TRmansuuiudin @a12angunnegsia iwaneau U



directly supports the copyright infringer in violating other’s exclusive right. He exploits his right unfaithfully and

immorally affecting the copyright owner’s legitimacy. According to the research, though there are no foreign

copyright laws and regulations taking ‘the buyer’ as guilt, they take a person who posses a copyright infringing

product and a person who brings a copyright infringing product in their country as guilt.

It is necessary to take ‘the buyer’ as guilt in order to deter consumer from buying copyright infringing

product. Any person buys copyright infringing cinematographic work and sound recording product should be

subject to criminal liability. However, the criminal punishment should not be vicious. And, the government must

impose price-control measure on cinematographic work and sound recording product.

Keywords: criminal liability, persons purchasing, pirated, cd and movie
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