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A study of British English and American English vocabulary usage of

first year English major students at Loei Rajabhat university
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) investigate English vocabulary usage, 2) investigate the
correctness of English vocabulary spelling, and 3) investigate the correctness of English vocabulary classifying
of British English and American English vocabulary usage of the first year English major students in Loei
Rajabhat University in the first semester of the academic year 2015. A total of 310 first year English major
students were purposefully selected as samples. The research instrument was a questionnaire which consisted
of two parts: part one was general information and part two was questions of English ability in vocabulary
spelling for 17 words and vocabulary classifying for 43 words. The vocabulary used in this research were from
Venture 1 written by Gretchen Bitterlin et.al (2014) and Touchstone 2 written by Michael McCarthy et.al (2015).

The descriptive statistics was applied for data analysis.
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The findings revealed that 1) the first year English major students at Loei Rajabhat University mixed

British English and American English together in English vocabulary usage, 2) the correctness of English

vocabulary spelling of British English and American English of the first year English major students at Loei

Rajabhat University was lower than 50%, and 3) the correctness of English vocabulary classifying of British

English and American English of the first year English major students at Loei Rajabhat University was lower than

50%.

Keywords: British English, American English, vocabulary spelling, vocabulary classifying
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