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Knowledge based economy of ethnic markets in the greater Mekong sub-region
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Abstract
The objective of this qualitative research was to study contexts and bodies of knowledge related to
economy of ethnic markets in the Greater Mekong Sub-region. Data had been collected through participatory
observations and in-depth interviews with 15 of Thai-Khmer sellers, buyers, employees, and concerning people

at Hor-Na-Li-Ka market in Surin province. The collected data had been analyzed basing on economic contexts.
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The 6 topics including production, capital, labor, transportation, distribution, and related ecology are discussed
using a phenomenological research technique.

The study found that, in term of economic contexts of ethnic market in the Greater Mekong Sub-region,
the economic context of ethnic market at Hor-Na-Li-Ka market in Surin province is related to cultures, traditions,
and Buddhist beliefs. It is the economic circular flow of the Thai-Khmer ethnic people which inherited since the
past time through annual activities of communities. It is considered as the knowledge and dynamic that helps to
develop and conserve the ethnic economy; thus, the ethnic economy is inherited until nowadays.

According to bodies of knowledge related to ethnic market, there are 6 bodies of knowledge found at
Hor-Na-Li-Ka market. 1) Goods found at Hor-Na-Li-Ka market are from the nature, growing vegetables, deposit
goods from relatives or neighbors in community, and goods in the capitalism. 2) Capitals are lands for public
benefits, personal lands, water resources, manure, rents, and fuel costs. 3) Labors are from a family where
each person is assigned depending on types of work. 4) Goods are transported by a personal car where
people within a community going together, a public car, and a personal motorcycle. 5) Prices of goods are not
fixed. Patterns of selling consist of retailing, wholesaling, and reduced selling which are depend on a situation.
6) Related ecology is other surrounding factors that make sellers at Hor-Na-Li-Ka market to adjust themselves to

survive according to a changing environment.

Keywords: ethnic, ethnic markets, economy, knowledge
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