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Abstract

The purposes of this academic article was to propose the concept of a study on western music history
focusing on the origin of western musical notation which is widely used in form of “Notation Alphabets” for
music teaching and learning without attentively studying the origin of notation. Therefore, the lack of critical
thinking, interpretation, and understanding possibly results on misbelief and misconception. It can be said that,
notation can cause someone not exactly knows about what they are studying. This means that they only have
superficial understanding with only some of knowledge about notation they obtain from studying western music
history.

After studying the origin of western music notation, it was found that the origin of musical notation is
related to Philosophy and Mathematics as well as in-depth information regarding the original background of

music notation. The results of the study also provide understanding about different types of scales. Sounds of
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music can be appropriately tuned with ancient music instruments which have been continuously developed into

music instruments in this modern age. Accordingly, we know that humans developed sound systems from the

sounds in the nature leading to creative thinking and continuously turning to musical development for the

evolution in the future.

Keywords: western music history, notation, origin of notation
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