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Abstract
This article aims to analyze the mistakes in Thai essay writing of junior high school students who have
Thai as their mother tongue in the three southern border provinces of Thailand by using the essay writing ability
test. The instrument used in this research is the test to measure the ability in writing a Thai essay according to

the desirable characteristics of the Basic Education Core Curriculum B.E. 2551 (A.D. 2008).
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The results revealed that there were four aspects of mistakes found in writing Thai essays,

namely, spelling including consonants, vowels, tone markers and marks, form including the wrong use of

punctuation or the lack of punctuation, incomplete introduction or summary sections, indentation, and the

contents unrelated to given topics, word choice including the use of spoken language, redundancy, using

wrong words, the wrong use of transliterated words, the lack of transitions, the wrong use of transitions,

using different levels of words and the wrong use of royal words, and, sentence structure including

unclear or ambiguous sentences, incomplete sentences or the lack of important parts of the sentences,

putting modifiers at the wrong places, and run-on sentences.This research also found a mistake with a

specific characteristic that was this group of students also used the southern dialect and English

transliteration in their writing, indicating that the habitat and external influence affect language usage of

the students.

Keywords: mistakes in Thai essay writing, students who have Thai as their mother tongue, junior high

school, education in the three southern border provinces
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