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The Roles of Teochew Music and Cultural Learning Center in Photaram District

Ratchaburi Province Toward to Chinese Ethnic Unification
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Abstract

The research, entited “ The Roles of Teochew Chinese Music and Cultural Learning Center in
Photharam District, Ratchaburi Province toward Chinese Ethnic Unification”, aims to 1) explore the social roles
of Teochew Chinese Music and Cultural Learning Center and, 2) investigate the potential effects toward the
transmission of Teochew Chinese music and culture to later generations after the globalization. The research is
qualitative research employing in-depth interview with 25 Chinese-Thais in the Teochew Chinese Music and
Cultural Learning Center, Photharam District, Ratchaburi Province. Data are analyzed by using Content Analysis.

The findings reveal the following data: 1) Teochew Chinese Music and Cultural Learning Center in
Photharam District, Ratchaburi Province, firstly, plays important roles toward the Chinese-Thai community in
Photharam District by way of using its music to accompany in religious rites, e.g., marriage ceremony, funeral
ceremony, memorial service in funeral, charitable program of funeral and burial for destitute and homeless
death people. Secondly, the Teochew Chinese Music and Cultural Learning Center is considered as the nerve
center of Chinese-Thai community life with the music instruments to unify their hearts and souls that lead to
awareness of the pride of their ethnicity and identity. Thirdly, the roles include music trainings, Chinese
language trainings provided for the children and youths in the community. There are opportunities for the youths
to help conserving of their arts and cultures, and to promote the positive attitude toward the conservation of the
traditions and cultures applicable to their ways of everyday life and work; 2) the noticeable effects toward the
transmission of Teochew Chinese music and culture, according to the roles of learning center, to the later
generations after the globalization are found in terms of the diminution of attention degree toward the music
learning due to tendency of obsession of online media. On the other hand, the youths from other districts
perceive high value of Chinese music and pay more attention on learning Teochew Chinese music and culture.
Thus, it's necessary for the senior intellectuals in the centerto figure out ways to persuade their young
generations to have more interest in conserving and transmitting the Chinese arts and cultures that they have

inherited from their ancestors to keep them long lasting in Photharam.

Keywords: chinese ethnic roles, chinese music learning center, teochew chinese cultures
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