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Narrative and Interpretation of Underground (Independent) Horror Films
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Abstract

This research is a qualitative study aiming to study the narrative and interpretation of independent
horror films; and to study the opinions of the key informants about its suitability of the current horror films and
Thai Society. The populations of the research include 1) independent horror films with controversial contents
and conflicts with ethical principles; and 2) the key informants who are knowledgeable about the fim. The
samples were 1) three independent horror films with controversial contents and conflicts with ethical principles.
The tools used in this research were 1) Coding Sheet Table to record the primary data used for analyzing
media 2) audio recordings from the in-depth interviews.

The research found that the filmmakers have used various elements of storytelling. In order to present
the core idea or the main point of the film, which looks similar that is “the evils of society and the worst in the
human mind”. The films communicate and present the horrors in the dark corners of society and the worst in
the human mind. Regarding the interpretation of the current three horror films, the filmmakers use different
elements of visual interpretation and meaningful voice in order to allow the audience to understand and
recognize the stories or events in the movies. The use of images and sound to convey to the audience, the film
is amenable mood with events that happened in the films. In addition, filmmakers used various elements to
interpret semiotic analysis to convey the connotation that the movies were visible and aware of the problems of
violence in various forms that occur in society and be aware of the dark side of society. The interviews with key
informants about the suitability of the current horror films and Thai Society found that the current horror films
contain highly violent contents because the films are made for a niche group of people only. Independent
horror movies, then, are not suitable to be publicized in Thai society because Thai society is highly strict on

moral and ethical rules.

Keyword: narrative interpretation underground (independent) horror films
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