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An Analysis of the Relationship Between Thai Classical Music Teachers

and the Teaching Principles In Buddhism
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Abstract

This research aims to study the classical music teachers, and to analyze the relationship of Thai classical
music teacher related to the Buddha’s Principles (Dhamma). Qualitative research was used, and the data was
collected from related documents and research and from the interview.

The study found that Thai classical music teachers can be generalized into 2 types; the first type was
spiritual teachers consisted of 3 gods ; Phra Vishanukum (Vishvakarman or Witsanuphrom), Phra Parakontun
(Gandharva), and Pra Panjasingkorn, and Thai classical music teachers who died and reincarnated in 31 spiritual
worlds as told in Buddha's Dhamma, and the second type was the Thai classical teachers in the physical world
who teach music directly or indirectly. The teachers who directly teach music included the teachers of the music
center, music house, music schools, and every level of educational institutes.The teachers who indirectly teach
music included that of Kru-Pak-Lak-Jam which means all kinds of materials or things that teach music to people in
term of giving experiences, or knowledge through musical performers or media such as books, records, VCD,
television, radio, and others. Another kind of teacher was the Thai musical instrument inventor who made the
instruments for the musician or other people to play. The center of music was originated from the central region,
Bangkok was the place. Later, in 1932 — present, the music education was spread to other regions throughout
Thailand, and so do the music teachers. The teaching method of Thai classical music teacher was still by Oral
Tradition but with the application of teaching method for the suitability of the current situation by the use of notes
and new technologies to help memorizing the music. Some teaching methods of Thai music cannot be recorded,
and Thai classical music teachers believe that the real art begins in the mind of people first, and then the art will be
expressed with the physical act such as playing and singing which is the perfect result of art.

For Thai classical music teaching, the important part was paying respect to the teachers, gratefully, by
paying homage to the teachers. Such respect was a ceremony that had been performing for a long period of time.
In the context of Thai music, it was believed that the 2 types of teachers do exist. Paying homage was through the
physical action, speeches, and mind. The “Wai Kru” will be performed before the show and after the show, and
“Wai Kru” ceremony will be done before the study, during the study, and after the graduation of each level.

For the relationship between Thai classical music teachers and the teaching principles in Buddhism, the

study found that the differences in behaviors and the life of Thai music were the results from the teachers’ action



regarding the Principles of Karma. This can be inferred that any change in life of those teachers, individually, or

concerning the Thai classical music was normally happened under the law of nature. Since every behavior,

feeling, and thought was uncertain, all kinds of thing kept changing all the time, and everything was not real, both

concretely and abstractly, according to the Teaching Principles in Buddhism.

Keywords: an analysis, the relationship, Thai classical music teachers, the teaching principles in Buddhism
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